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July 19, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME 

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of ChristΩs love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether youΩre wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder youΩre holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

TodayΩs order of service follows Setting One which begins on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the άworshiping family.έ Parents with small children are an essential part of GodΩs kingdom. ThatΩs 

why children are never considered an inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry 

room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Thank you to Elder Steve Buboltz for leading our worship this morning!  

Altar Flowers: TodayΩs bouquet is given to the glory of God by Pat and Lorene Fleming in celebration of their 45th wedding 

anniversary. Congratulations! 

August 16th Service: With Pastor EngelΩs installation service being at 4:00pm on Sunday, August 16th, we will not be  

having our regular 9:00am service that day. 

Women's Book Group: Please join us as we read "The Body Teaches the Soul: Ten Essential Habits to Form a Healthy and 

Holy Life" by Justin Whitmel Earley. This book discusses the relationship between our physical and spiritual health and  

provides simple steps to improve both.  We will start this book on August 10th and join together for dinner and a review on 

Thursday, October 8th at 6 :00pm at the church. Please let Kely Dunsmoor know if you are interested.  

VBS Donations: We have several items that are needed for this yearΩs Vacation Bible School! If you would like 

to help support this ministry through donations, please scan the QR code to view the list of items and sign up.   

VBS Registration: Our VBS will be August 3-5, from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. Please register at dulutheran.org. 

There is additional information available on the bulletin board across from the kitchen, as well as flyers by the mailboxes.  

Summer Celebration Night: We will be having our Summer Celebration night on Thursday, August 6th, starting at 

6:00pm. Please join us for an evening of family fun, including a VBS recap and dinner! Everyone is invited!  

 

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email at 

www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 



3 

OPENING HYMN: How Great Thou Art CW 612 

 
Stand 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the \ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:  Amen. 
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CONFESSION  

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:  Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your  

     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the \ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:  Amen. 

Lord, , Have Mercy 

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
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   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

Glory Be to God on High CW 157 

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

   P:  Let us pray. 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your final judgment, 

we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:  Amen. 

 
Be seated 
 

\ READINGS FROM GODΩS WORD \ 

FIRST READING 1 Kings 17:1ς4, 6, 8ς14, 17ς24  

  1Elijah from Tishbe, one of the settlers in Gilead, said to Ahab, άAs surely as the Lord  lives, the God of Israel before 
whom I stand, there will be no dew or rain during the coming years, except at my word.έ 
  2Then the word of the Lord  came to him: 3άLeave this place and turn east. Hide yourself by the Kerith Ravine, east of the 
Jordan. 4You will drink from the stream, and I will command the ravens to provide for you there.έ 
 6The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and in the evening, and he drank from the stream. 
 8Then the word of the Lord  came to him: 9άGet up! Go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there. I have com-
manded a woman there, a widow, to provide for you.έ 
  10So he got up and went to Zarephath. He came to the city gate, and there he saw a widow gathering sticks. He called to 
her and said, άPlease give me a little water in a jar, so that I can have something to drink.έ 
  11When she went to get it, he called to her, άPlease bring me a piece of bread.έ 
  12She said, άAs surely as the Lord  your God lives, I have no food except a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a 
pitcher. See, I am gathering a couple of sticks so that I can go and prepare it for myself and my son, so that we can eat it and 
then die.έ 
  13Elijah said to her, άDo not be afraid. Go and do just as you said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from the 
flour and bring it out to me. Then go and make another for you and your son. 14For this is what the Lord , the God of Israel, 
says. The jar of flour will not run out and the pitcher of oil will not become empty until the day the Lord  sends rain to water 
the surface of the ground.έ 
  17After these events, the son of the woman who owned the house became ill. The illness became worse until he stopped 
breathing. 
  18Then she said to Elijah, άWhat is the issue between us, man of God? Have you come to remind me of my sins and to kill 
my son?έ 
  19He said to her, άBring your son to me.έ Then he took him from her arms and carried him to the upstairs room where he 
was living, and he laid him on his bed. 20Then he cried out to the LordΣ άO Lord , my God, have you sent tragedy on this 
woman with whom I am staying by killing her son?έ 
  21Then he stretched himself out on the boy three times, and he cried out to the LordΣ άO Lord , my God, let this boy's 
soul return to his body!έ 22The Lord  listened to Elijah's voice, and the boy's soul returned to his body, and he came to life. 
23Then Elijah took the boy and brought him down to the house from his upstairs room, and he gave him to his mother. 
 Elijah said, άSee, your son is alive!έ 
  24The woman said to Elijah, άNow I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord  in your mouth is 
true.έ 
  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:  Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 3:5ς11  

  5What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? They are ministers through whom you believed, and each served as the Lord 
gave him his role. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7So then, neither the one who plants nor the 
one who waters is anything, but it is God who causes the growth. 8The one who plants and the one who waters are united, 
and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For God is the one whom we serve as coworkers, and you 
are God's field, God's building. 
  10In keeping with the grace of God given to me, as a wise master builder, I laid a foundation, and someone else is building 
on it. But let each person be careful how he builds on it. 11In fact, no one can lay any other foundation than the one that has 
been laid, which is Jesus Christ. 
  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Romans 11:33 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 13:1ς9, 18ς23  

  1That same day Jesus left the house and was sitting by the sea. 2A large crowd gathered around him. So he stepped into a 
boat and sat down, while all the people stood on the shore. 3He told them many things in parables, saying: άListen, a sower 
went out to sow. 4As he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it. 5Other seed fell on rocky ground, 
where it did not have much soil. Immediately the seed sprang up, because the soil was not deep. 6But when the sun rose, the 
seed was scorched. Because it had no root, it withered away. 7Other seed fell among thorns. The thorns grew up and choked 
it. 8But some seed fell on good ground and produced grain: some one hundred times, some sixty, and some thirty times more 
than was sown. 9Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.έ 
  18άSo listen carefully to the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand 
it, the Evil One comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is the seed that was sown along the path. 
20The seed that was sown on rocky ground is the person who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he is 
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not deeply rooted and does not endure. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he immediately falls away. 
22The seed that was sown among the thorns is the one who hears the word, but the worry of this world and the deceitfulness 
of wealth choke the word, and it produces no fruit. 23But the seed that was sown on the good ground is the one who contin-
ues to hear and understand the word. Indeed he continues to produce fruit: some a hundred, some sixty, and some thirty 
times more than was sown.έ 
  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Come, You Thankful People, Come CW 491 

 

 

 

\ THE MESSAGE \ 

The Prophet Elijah 
1 Kings 17:1ς4, 6, 8ς14, 17ς24  
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Stand 
 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their SaviorΩs love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the άGIVEέ tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

   P:  Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom 

     you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of 

     grace. 

   C:  Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

   P:  Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all 

     may increase. 

   C:  Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

   P:  Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

   C:  Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

   C:  Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

   P:  Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and  

     culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

   C:  Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

  

   P:  Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the 

     faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

   C:  Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

   P:  We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors.  

     Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

   C:  Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

  

   P:  Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

   C:  Amen. 

 

 

\  SACRAMENT OF THE LORDΩS SUPPER  \  

The order of service can be found on page 165 in the hymnal.  

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

   P:  The Lord be with you.  

 
 

   P:  Lift up your hearts.  

 
 

   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

     together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with 

     all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG 

   P:  We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our  

     Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He 

     is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he 

     stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember JesusΩ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your 

SonΩs body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

   C:  Amen. 
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LORDΩS PRAYER 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, άTake and eat; this is my \ body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.έ 

  

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, άDrink from it, all of you; this is my \ blood of 

     the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in  

     remembrance of me.έ 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:  Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 

 

 

 

 

 
Be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION  

The LordΩs Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive ChristΩs true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the LordΩs Supper this afternoon. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak Elder Steve Buboltz after the service. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus   CW 704 
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Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:  his mercy endures forever. 

 

   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:  we proclaim the LordΩs death until he comes. 

 

   P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you 

     will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

     our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and \ give you peace. 

   C:  Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: Let All Things Now Living CW 507 
Printed on the next page 
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CLOSING HYMN: Let All Things Now Living CW 507 
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