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January 21, 2024   s   January 24, 2024 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church

Pastor Tim Denney |  Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Cell (517) 392-8494  | www.dulutheran.org

WELCOME
We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good 
Shepherd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now 
and in eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re 
worshiping with us here this morning or watching online, we are happy you have joined us today. 

WORSHIP SERVICE
The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience this morning 
easier, the worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and 
the parts marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to 
your kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an 
inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the 
right if you need a moment.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday Bible Study: This morning we are continuing our new Bible study titled “The Life and Teachings of Jesus”. Leading 
up to Easter, each week we will be reviewing the events and teachings in the life of our Savior. We hope you can join us to see 
why these moments are significant to Jesus’ ministry, under-standing who he is, and relevant to our life today.  

Midweek Bible Study and Worship: On Wednesday evenings we have Midweek Bible study at 6:30 PM. For Bible study 
we will be continuing our study on the Life of Joseph. Also, if you were not able to be here for worship on Sunday, we have 
Midweek Services Wednesdays at 7:30 PM.   

Adult Choir: Practice for choir will begin this Wed. January 24th, at 5:30 PM. 

Save the Date!-Saturday, February 3, 2024 
Ladies of all ages are invited to a Valentine tea and card making event from 1 to 3 p.m. We will enjoy fellowship as we make 
Valentine’s Day cards for the residents of the Duluth Heights Lodge! More information will be sent out soon!

Altar Flowers: Fresh flowers have been added to the altar area to give God glory and beautify the sanctuary over the past few 
months. Thank you to everyone who has signed up. The chart has been updated, and members are encouraged to sign up for a 
Sunday to donate. Our flower volunteer, Renee Graen, will purchase and place the flowers on the altar. You can sign up on the 
flower chart by the offices. Please indicate if the flowers are in memory of someone or a special occasion. Please donate and 
contact Renee Graen at 763-607-4498 or sign up on the flower chart on the bulletin board adjacent to member mailboxes.

Email Scam: There has been an email scam circulating recently. Some of our members have received emails from fraudulant 
accounts claiming to be Pastor Denney. The email is asking individuals for money or gift cards that they will use to help 
someone in the church. If you receive an email from “Pastor Timothy Denney,” check the sender’s address and if it is not 
correct, delete the email. Pastor’s Gmail account will not typically appear that way in your inbox. His correct Gmail is 
timsdenney@gmail.com. Also, if you receive an email asking to give money or a gift card, it should be deleted. If you have 
any questions, please speak with Pastor Denney.
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OPENING HYMN	 					                          “The People that in Darkness Sat”
														                   CW 90
                     

INVOCATION
 
		  P: 	 Jesus has promised: “Where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” 		

		  (Matthew 18:20) We worship, therefore, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
			   Holy Spirit.  

		  C:	  Amen.
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CONFESSION OF SIN & GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS

		  P:	 We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. 	
		  Almighty Father, your Son died and was raised up in power. Now enable us to die to our sin in 	
		  repentance, so we may rise to new life in him. We confess to you:  

 

		  C:	 Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. 	
		  I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. In what I have done and left undone, I have not 	
		  loved my neighbor as myself. I have fallen short of your holy standard. When I think of this 	
		  past week, I am deeply sorry for my sins and sincerely repent of them.

 

		  P:  	 Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ who suffered and died for us.
 

		  C: 	 Cleanse me from my sins. Release me from my guilt. Send your Holy Spirit to strengthen my 	
		  faith and my love for you.

 

		  P:  	 God our Heavenly Father, saw you when you were born sinful and loved you so much that he sent 	
		  his one and only Son, Jesus to remove sin’s hold on your life. Jesus’ death has paid for your sins 	
		  past, present, and future. Through faith in him, you have freedom from the guilt that sin brings. 	
		  God’s Word promises you: all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father, and the Son, and 

			   the Holy Spirit.
   

		  C: 	 Amen.

RESPONSE OF FORGIVENESS  	                     				                                              “Glory to God”
								                                                            p. 16 in front of Hymnal
Please sing at the beginning of the music… 
 

		  Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
		  We praise you, we bless you, we wor-ship you, 
		  We glorify you, we give thanks to you, for your great glory, 
		  O Lord God, heav’n-ly King, 
		  God the Fa-ther al-mighty. 
		  O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ;
		  O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
		  You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
		  You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
		  You sit at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.
		  For you on-ly are holy; you on-ly are the Lord.
		  You only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit,
		  Are most high in the glory of God the Father. A-men.

								                                                                                



5

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

		  P:	 Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your people, 	
		  illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may 	
		  be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 	
		  with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever.

		  C: 	 Amen.

 READINGS FROM GOD’S WORD 
 
FIRST READING				                                           
1 Samuel 3:3-10

 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the 
ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel. Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and 
said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay 
down. 6 Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you 
called me.” “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the 
LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8 The LORD called Samuel a third 
time, and Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” Then Eli realized that 
the LORD was calling the boy. 9 So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, 
LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 10 The LORD came and 
stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is 
listening.”

PSALM OF THE DAY						                     			                     Psalm 67 
											               p. 91 in the front of the Hymnal 
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VERSE OF THE DAY

		  P:	 Alleluia. “He said to me, ‘You are my servant in whom I will display my splendor.’” Alleluia. 
			   (Isaiah 49:3)

		  C: 	 These words are written that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 	
		  by believing we may have life in his name. 

SECOND READING

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17
13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God 

chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He 
called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So 
then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth 
or by letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 
word.

		  P: 	 The Word of the Lord.
 

		  C: 	 Thanks be to God.	

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                                 		                (THE NICENE CREED)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
	 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and 
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.



7

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
		  Children in attendance today may come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Denney. 
		  This service segment is intended to be more interactive and engage the children to help them understand today’s 	

	 message. They will return to their seats afterward.

HYMN 			                                                                                             “ Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult”  	
														                CW 463
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  THE MESSAGE 

FROM THE RIVER TO THE MOUNTAIN
“It Begins with Baptism”

John 1:43-51

43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” 44 Philip, 
like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
“Come and see,” said Philip. 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is 
nothing false.” 

48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig 
tree before Philip called you.” 49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the 
King of Israel.” 

50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You shall see greater things 
than that.” 51 He then added, “I tell you the truth, you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS
 
      Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 
you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, visit our website: www.dulutheran.
org and click on the “Give” tab. 

 PRAYERS 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Prayers and petitions offered on behalf of the Church

LORD’S PRAYER
		

		  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  		  thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
		  and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
		  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
		  and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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 SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

		  P:	 The Lord be with you.

		  C:	 And also with you. 
 

		  P: 	 Lift up your hearts.
 

		  C:	 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

		  P:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
 

		  C:	 It is good and right so to do.

		  P:	 It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 	
		  Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a 	
		  human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the 	
		  saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

		  P:	 Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 	
		  he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat; this is my body which is given for you. 

			   Do this in remembrance of me.” Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying:
			   “Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 	

		  forgiveness of sins. Do this whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

			   The peace of the Lord be with you always.

		  C: 	 Amen.
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DISTRIBUTION
 

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the 
strengthening of our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of 
another WELS congregation come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian 
church, we kindly ask that you refrain from participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning. If you are interested in 
learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please speak to Pastor Denney after the service.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN 							                “I Gave My Life for Thee” 	
				                              								         CW 454
								                           Printed on the back of the Message Notes.
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SONG OF THANKSGIVING		                                                           	               “Song of Simeon” 
After a brief introduction, please sing…

CLOSING PRAYER & BLESSING
 
		  P:	 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 	

		  through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this 	
		  in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 	
		  now and forever.

		  C: 	 Amen.

		  P:	 The Lord bless you and keep you.
			   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
			   The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace.
 

		  C:	 Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN						                          			        “Speak O Lord”
										                                                         New Hymnal
											                         Printed on the next page.
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CLOSING HYMN						                          			      “Speak O Lord”
												                               New Hymnal




