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February 22, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting Two which begins on page 172 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your 

kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconven-

ience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if 

you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Youth Music Ministry Schedule: Please note that there is a new schedule for the Youth Music Minitry, starting today. The 
Sunday School tone chime choir will continue to meet upstairs immediately after the service. Youth Group will meet from 3:10 
to 3:30pm for their tone chime/choir time. Sunday School PreK-6th grade choir will meet from 4:05 to 4:20pm   

Pastor Call Meeting Update: On Thursday we extended a call to Pastor Justin Pomije to serve as our next full time pastor. He  

currently serves at Trinity Lutheran Church in Union Grove, WI. Please keep Pastor Pomije in your prayers while he  

deliberates his calls.   

Teacher Call Update: Mrs. Stephanie Nocella has returned the call to teach at Little Lambs. We will be having our next 

teacher call meeting this Thursday, February 26th, immediately after the Lent service.  

Women’s Bible Study/Fellowship: In lieu of Bible study this month, we will meet for a Women’s Fellowship dinner at  

Sammy’s Pizza in Hermantown at 6:00pm this Tuesday, February 24th. Please RSVP to Kely Dunsmoor @ 218-750-0225.  

Camp Croix Family Camp: Today is the last day to sign up for the family camp at beautiful Camp Croix in Danbury, WI, 

which is August 21-23. Details and sign up are located on the membership board across from the kitchen. If you have any 

questions, please speak to Kiersten Nash. 

Communion Reminder: The Lord’s Supper is now being offered on the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the month following the 

service, in the conference room. Please let Pastor or any of our elders know prior to the service if you plan to partake.  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email at 

www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN : All Mankind Fell in Adam ’s Fall  CW 556  

5 As by one man all mankind fell 

and, born in sin, was doomed to hell, 

so by one Man, who took our place, 

we all were justified by grace. 

 

6 We thank you, Christ; new life is ours, 

new light, new hope, new strength, new pow’rs. 

This grace our ev’ry way attend 

until we reach our journey’s end. 
 

 
Stand 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the   Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

   C:   Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
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   C:   Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed what we 

     have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have 

     done those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those things that we should have 

     done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ 

     Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

DECLARATION OF GRACE   

   P:  God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and  

     Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection 

     from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy  CW 174  

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the devil’s temptations, but he did 

not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve to save the world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by 

his mighty victory that we may battle against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Genesis 3:1–15 

  1Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the Lord  God had made. He said to the woman, “Has 

God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

  2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3but not from the fruit of the tree that is 

in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall not touch it, or else you will die.’” 

  4The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5In fact, God knows that the day you eat from it, your eyes 

will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

  6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and that the tree was desira-

ble to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

  7The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked. They sewed fig leaves together and made 

coverings for their waists. 8They heard the voice of the Lord  God, who was walking around in the garden during the cooler 

part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord  God among the trees of the garden. 

  9The Lord  God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 

  10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.” 

  11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you not to eat?” 

  12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 

  13The Lord  God said to the woman, “What have you done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

  14The Lord  God said to the serpent: 

Because you have done this, 

you are cursed more than all the livestock, 

and more than every wild animal. 

You shall crawl on your belly, 

and you shall eat dust all the days of your life. 
15I will put hostility between you and the woman, 

and between your seed and her seed. 

He will crush your head, 

and you will crush his heel. 
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    P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

ADULT CHOIR: My Life, My All  Arranged By: Heather Sorenson 
 Words By: Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley 
 Music By: Twila Paris 

 

SECOND READING  Romans 5:12–19 

  12So then, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, so also death spread to all people because 

all sinned. 13For even before the law was given, sin was in the world. Now, sin is not charged to one's account if there is no 

law, 14and yet death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those whose sin was not like the trans-

gression of Adam, who is a pattern of the one who was to come. 

  15But the gracious gift is not like Adam's trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of this one man, it is even more 

certain that God's grace, and the gift given by the grace of the one man Jesus Christ, overflowed to the many! 

  16And the gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin, for the judgment that followed the one trespass resulted in a ver-

dict of condemnation, but the gracious gift that followed many trespasses resulted in a verdict of justification. 

  17Indeed, if by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through the one man, it is even more certain that those who re-

ceive the overflowing grace of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ! 

  18So then, just as one trespass led to a verdict of condemnation for all people, so also one righteous verdict led to life-

giving justification for all people. 19For just as through the disobedience of one man the many became sinners, so also through 

the obedience of one man the many will become righteous. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

When I survey the wondrous cross 
on which the Prince of Glory died, 
my richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 

See, from His head, His hands, His feet, 
sorrow and love flow mingled down; 
Did e're such love and sorrow meet, 
or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

Amazing love! How can it be, that  
Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
save in the death of Christ my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, 
I sacrifice them to His blood. 

Amazing love! How can it be, that  
Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Amazing love! How can it be, that  
Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
for God, you found out me. 

Amazing love! How can it be, that  
Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all! 

Amazing Love! How can it be? 
Demands my soul, Demands my life, my all! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Hebrews 4:15 

 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 4:1–11 

  1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2After he had fasted forty days and forty 

nights, he was hungry. 3The Tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 

bread.” 

  4But Jesus answered, “It is written: 

Man shall not live by bread alone, 

but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.” 

  5Then the Devil took him into the holy city. He placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and he said to him, “If you are 

the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written: 

He will command his angels concerning you. 

And they will lift you up in their hands, 

so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.” 

  7Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written: 

You shall not test the Lord your God.” 

  8Again the Devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9He 

said to him, “I will give you all of these things, if you will bow down and worship me.” 

  10Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.’” 

  11Then the Devil left him, and just then angels came and served him. 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This 

service segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  CW 863  
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 THE MESSAGE   

In Our Place Jesus Overcame Temptation  
Matthew 4:1-11 

 

 
Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge  

 the living and the dead. 

 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  Gracious Lord, according to your will and promise, you sent your Son into our world to atone for sin and  

     restore eternal life. You planned his path to the cross, and he followed it perfectly. Your Spirit led him to  

     endure the temptations of Satan, but he triumphed. Your own people rejected his message, but he persevered. 

     He confronted the blindness of unbelief, the confusion of doubt, and the hurt of death but was not deterred as 

     he proclaimed your kingdom to the least, the last, and the lost. 
  

Guide us to follow Christ by faith as we walk the road of temptation and trial. Spare us from falling into Satan’s 

traps, and steel our resolve as his partners confront us. Teach us to use your Word as a weapon to fight against 

all devilish lies and deceptions. When we fall—and we surely will— lift us up again with your forgiveness and 

grace. 
  
As we hear and contemplate the holy record of our Savior’s passion and death, use the sharp message of the law 

to empty us of pride and self-reliance. Humble us as we view the Savior in his humility, remembering and be-

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com


10 

lieving that he endured the cross so we might be freed from its horror. In his suffering show us our healing, in 

his grief show us our joy, and in his death show us our life. 
  
Protect all who are bearing the cross of persecution and disdain. Supply your power to those fighting tempta-

tions and addictions. Watch over all who are sick and suffering in body, mind, and heart. We pray especially for 

children who are abused, forsaken, or ignored. Comfort all your troubled people with the sweet peace that only 

Jesus can bring. 
  
Give wisdom and resolve to the leaders of our government that their rule may bring prosperity to our land and 

peace to our people. Supply insights to those who seek cures and invent devices to make our lives on earth bet-

ter and safer. Inspire creative minds to touch our hearts in ways that reflect your creating love. You desire that 

we bask in the glory of your redemption; according to your will, may we also enjoy the wonders of your crea-

tion. 
  
Hear our prayers, Lord, for the sake of Jesus, whose journey to the cross we remember during the days of Lent. 

Comfort and strengthen us by his life and death on our behalf, and thrill us as we look forward to celebrating 

his victory on Easter. 

 

C:   Amen 

 
Be seated  
 

HYMN: I Walk in Danger All the Way  CW 836  
Printed on the next page. 
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HYMN: I Walk in Danger All the Way  CW 836  

 

 
Stand 

 

5 I walk with Jesus all the way, 

    his guidance never fails me; 

within his wounds I find a stay 

    when Satan’s pow’r assails me; 

and by his footsteps led, 

my path I safely tread. 

    No evil leads my soul astray; 

    I walk with Jesus all the way. 

6 My walk is heav’nward all the way; 

    await, my soul, the morrow, 

when you at last with joy can say 

    farewell to sin and sorrow. 

All worldly pomp, begone! 

To heav’n I now press on. 

    For all the world I would not stay; 

    my walk is heav’nward all the way. 
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PRAYER  

   P:  Lord Jesus, you experienced the temptations of Satan and you know his power. You defeated him with your 

     Word, but now he is after us with his lies and empty promises. Be with us and guard us day and night so that 

     we may resist his evil and overcome his treachery. When we fall, lift us up with your forgiving love. When we  

     triumph, keep us humble and watchful, for Satan will come again. In you, Lord, we have taken refuge; let us 

     never be put to shame. 

   C:   Amen. 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: Jesus, Still Lead On  CW 842  
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