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March 28, 2024 | Good Friday

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church
Pastor Tim Denney |  Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Cell (517) 392-8494  | www.dulutheran.org

GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter commemorate the central events of the Christian Church. Good Friday is the 
solemn celebration of the Lord’s suffering and death on the cross.  We gather here to celebrate his sacrifice for we know in his 
resurrection Christ has conquered sin, death, and the devil. The word “Tenebrae” means darkness. Throughout the course of 
this service, light is used symbolically to represent life. The loss of light represents Christ’s life slipping away. The service is 
a time for prayerful meditation with moments of silence for reflection on the magnitude of Christ’s sacrificial love.

WORSHIP SERVICE
The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 
worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 
marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to 
your kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an 
inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to 
the right if you need a moment.

JOIN US THIS EASTER
Please join us for Easter Worship this Sunday morning at 9:00 AM. Together we will lift our hearts and voices to celebrate 
the resurrection of our Savior. Easter breakfast will begin Sunday at 8:00 AM. 
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OPENING PRAYER

  P: God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish,  
  but have eternal life.  ( John 3:16)  

 
  C: God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might we become the righteousness  

  of God. (2 Corinthians 5:21)
 
  P: Wherever two or three come together in Jesus’ name, there he is with them. (Matthew 18:20) 
 
  C: Lord Jesus, we thank you for taking up our infirmities and carrying our sorrows. Draw us close to the  

  cross, that we may be drawn closer to you and your love for us.

OPENING HYMN                                 “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”  
                                                                                                                       CW 108
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CONFESSION OF SINS & GOD’S PROMISE OF FORGIVENESS                        

  P:  Not unto us, O Lord, but to your name be glory.
 
  C:  For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my sin.
 
  P:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
 
  C:  But if we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

  unrighteousness. 
 
  P:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
 
  C:  According to your abundant mercy blot out my transgression.
 
  P:  The Almighty God in his mercy has given his one and only Son into death for all your sins. Through his  

  sacrifice on the cross, Jesus himself paid off the debt of our sin, and suffered the punishment we deserved.  
  Therefore, as a servant of Christ, I proclaim to you his saving message of peace: all your sins are forgiven  
  in the name of the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit.

 
  C:  Amen.

1ST READING                                        LAMENTATIONS 1:6-9
  

6 All the splendor has departed from the Daughter of Zion. Her princes are like deer that find no pasture; in 
weakness they have fled before the pursuer. 7 In the days of her affliction and wandering Jerusalem remembers 
all the treasures that were hers in days of old. When her people fell into enemy hands, there was no one to 
help her. Her enemies looked at her and laughed at her destruction. 8 Jerusalem has sinned greatly and so has 
become unclean. All who honored her despise her, for they have seen her nakedness; she herself groans and 
turns away. 9 Her filthiness clung to her skirts; she did not consider her future. Her fall was astounding; there 
was none to comfort her. “Look, O LORD, on my affliction, for the enemy has triumphed.”

PASSION RESPONSE 
 
  P:  My soul is very sorrowful, even to the point of death;

  C:  Remain here, and watch with me. Now you will see the crowd who surrounds me.

  P:  Behold the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.

C:   You will flee, and I will go to be offered up for you.

   Time for Meditation as 1st Candle is Extinguished. 

HYMN                                             “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 
                  CW 106 vs.1-3
               Printed on the next page.
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HYMN                                                  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 
                       CW 106 vs.1-3

2ND READING                         LAMENTATIONS 1:10-14
 

10 The enemy laid hands on all her treasures; she saw pagan nations enter her sanctuary— those you had forbidden 
to enter your assembly. 11 All her people groan as they search for bread; they barter their treasures for food to 
keep themselves alive. “Look, O LORD, and consider, for I am despised.” 12 “Is it nothing to you, all you who pass 
by? Look around and see. Is any suffering like my suffering that was inflicted on me, that the LORD brought 
on me in the day of his fierce anger? 13 “From on high he sent fire, sent it down into my bones. He spread a net 
for my feet and turned me back. He made me desolate, faint all the day long. 14 “My sins have been bound into 
a yoke; by his hands they were woven together. They have come upon my neck and the Lord has sapped my 
strength. He has handed me over to those I cannot withstand. 

 
PASSION RESPONSE

  P:  The man who was called Judas, one of the Twelve, led the crowd to Jesus. He approached Jesus to kiss him. 

  C:  Judas, are you really betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?

  P:  Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me?

  C:  Every day I sat in the temple courts teaching, and you did not seize me; but this has taken place that the  
  writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.

   Time for Meditation as 2nd Candle is Extinguished.
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 HYMN                 “What Wondrous Love Is This”  
                   CW 120 vs.1-3

 

3RD READING                                       LAMENTATIONS 1:18-22
 

18 “The LORD is righteous, yet I rebelled against his command. Listen, all you peoples; look upon my suffering. 
My young men and maidens have gone into exile. 19 “I called to my allies but they betrayed me. My priests 
and my elders perished in the city while they searched for food to keep themselves alive. 20 “See, O LORD, 
how distressed I am! I am in torment within, and in my heart I am disturbed, for I have been most rebellious. 
Outside, the sword bereaves; inside, there is only death. 21 “People have heard my groaning, but there is no one 
to comfort me. All my enemies have heard of my distress; they rejoice at what you have done. May you bring 
the day you have announced so they may become like me. 22 “Let all their wickedness come before you; deal 
with them as you have dealt with me because of all my sins. My groans are many and my heart is faint.” 

PASSION RESPONSE

  P:  The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for false evidence against Jesus so that they could  
  put him to death.

   
  C:  They did not find any, though many false witnesses came forward.  

  P:  Finally, the high priest said to him: Tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.

Continued on the next page.
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  C:  Yes, it is as you say.

  P:  Blasphemy! Why do we need any more witnesses? He is worthy of death!

  C:  So they spit in his face, punched him, slapped him, and mocked him.

   Time for Meditation as 3rd Candle is Extinguished.
 

HYMN                         “Glory Be to Jesus” 
                 CW 103 vs.1-3

 

4TH READING                             LAMENTATIONS 2:5-9
 

5 The Lord is like an enemy; he has swallowed up Israel. He has swallowed up all her palaces and destroyed her 
strongholds. He has multiplied mourning and lamentation for the Daughter of Judah. 6 He has laid waste his 
dwelling like a garden; he has destroyed his place of meeting. The LORD has made Zion forget her appointed 
feasts and her Sabbaths; in his fierce anger he has spurned both king and priest. 7 The Lord has rejected his 
altar and abandoned his sanctuary. He has handed over to the enemy the walls of her palaces; they have raised 
a shout in the house of the LORD as on the day of an appointed feast. 8 The LORD determined to tear down 
the wall around the Daughter of Zion. He stretched out a measuring line and did not withhold his hand from 
destroying. He made ramparts and walls lament; together they wasted away. 9 Her gates have sunk into the 
ground; their bars he has broken and destroyed. Her king and her princes are exiled among the nations, the law 
is no more, and her prophets no longer find visions from the LORD. 

PASSION RESPONSE

 P:  Pilate asked: Are you the king of the Jews?

 C:  My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest.  

 P:  You are a king, then!

 C:  You are right in saying I am a king. For this reason, I was born and came into the world, to estify to 
  the truth. 

 P:  So Pilate said to the Jews: I find no basis for a charge against this man.

 C:  Crucify him!  Crucify him!

  Time for Meditation as the 4th Candle is Extinguished.

Continued from the previous page.
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PASSION RESPONSE

  P:  Pilate asked: Are you the king of the Jews?

  C:  My kingdom is not of this world.  If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest.  

  P:  You are a king, then!

  C:  You are right in saying I am a king. For this reason, I was born and came into the world, to testify to
   the truth.  

  P:  So Pilate said to the Jews: I find no basis for a charge against this man.

  C: Crucify him!  Crucify him! 

   Time for Meditation as the 4th Candle is Extinguished.
 

HYMN                           “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes”  
                                 CW 139 vs.1-4

5TH READING                                                        LAMENTATIONS 3:1-9
 

I am the man who has seen affliction by the rod of his wrath. 2 He has driven me away and made me walk in 
darkness rather than light; 3 indeed, he has turned his hand against me again and again, all day long. 4 He has 
made my skin and my flesh grow old and has broken my bones. 5 He has besieged me and surrounded me with 
bitterness and hardship. 6 He has made me dwell in darkness like those long dead. 7 He has walled me in so I 
cannot escape; he has weighed me down with chains. 8 Even when I call out or cry for help, he shuts out my 
prayer. 9 He has barred my way with blocks of stone; he has made my paths crooked. 

 PASSION RESPONSE

 P:  Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and   
  put it on his head.  

Continued on the next page.
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  C:  They mocked:  Hail, O King of the Jews!

  P:  Pilate asked:  Shall I crucify your King?

  C:  We have no king but Caesar!  Take him away!  Crucify him!  Crucify him!  

  P: Carrying his own cross, he went out to the Place of the Skull.  

  C:  There they crucified him. 

   Time for Meditation as the 5th Candle is Extinguished.

HYMN                               “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
                    CW 125 vs.1-3

6TH READING                                                          SEVEN WORDS FROM THE CROSS
 
  P:  They nailed him to a tree.  He was pierced for our transgression. He thought: dogs have surrounded me;  

  a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. They divide my garments  
  among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

  
  C:  Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing.
  
  P: I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. Those who hate me without reason outnumber  

  the hairs of my head; many are my enemies without cause. One of the thieves said: Jesus, remember me  
  when you come into your kingdom.

  
  C:  Today you will be with me in paradise.
  
  P:  Father, from birth I was cast upon you; from my mother’s womb you have been my God. Do not be far,
   for trouble is near and there is no one to help. Continued on the next page.

Continued from the previous page.
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  C:  Dear woman, here is your son. Here is your mother.
  
  P:  I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised by the people. All who see me mock me; they  

  hurl insults, shaking their heads: “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him deliver him,  
  since he delights in him.” Scorn has broken my heart and has left me helpless; I looked for sympathy, but  
  there was none, for comforters, but I found none. 

  
  C:  My God! My God! Why have you forsaken me? 
  
  P:  I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted  

  away within me. My strength is dried up and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the  
  dust of death. 

  
  C:  I thirst.
  
  P:  They put gall in my food and gave me vinegar for my thirst. But I pray to you, O LORD, in the time of  

  your favor; in your great love, O God, answer me with your sure salvation. Rescue me from the mire, do not  
  let me sink; deliver me from those who hate me, from the deep waters. Do not let the floodwaters engulf me  
  or the depths swallow me up or the pit close its mouth over me. Answer me, O LORD, out of  the goodness  
  of your love; in your great mercy turn to me. 

  
  C:  It is finished.
  
  P:  I have set the LORD always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore, my  

  heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest secure, because you will not abandon me to the  
  grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

      
  C:  Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.
 

HYMN                                “Lamb of God”  
                                  New Hymnal  
             Printed on the insert page.
                                                                                                                

DEVOTION  
 

 “IT IS FINISHED”
  
   Time for Meditation as the 6th Candle is Extinguished

Continued from the previous page.
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WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS
 
Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely according to how 
the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for you to make a donation. If you 
wish to support us by making an online offering, visit our website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE” tab.

OFFERTORY                                        “Ah, Holy Jesus”
                 Youth Tone Chime Choir
 

 PRAYERS 

GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER
  P: Lord Jesus Christ, in humble awe and in reverent silence, your people have gathered around your cross to  

  remember your death. O Christ, friend of sinners, have mercy on us; O Christ, Savior and Redeemer, have  
  mercy on us. At your cross let us see the ugliness, horror, and misery that sin, death, and Satan has brought  
  into the world and that you willingly took on yourself. Open our eyes to see that we deserved death and the  
  torment of hell that suffered for us. Open our eyes to see that by your death you have destroyed death. By  
  your sacrifice you have won our forgiveness, reconciled us to your Father, and purchased us to belong to  
  you forever. Fill us with joy and peace in believe that we are truly free from condemnation and forgiven  
  by your Father. Help us dedicate our lives in thank love to you, who gave yourself to us. We bring these  
  prayers  to you in your name, for you are the one who taught us to pray…

THE LORD’S PRAYER
   Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as  

  it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who  
  trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.

 

CLOSING RESPONSE                       THE BURIAL OF JESUS

  P:  Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, boldly went before Pilate and said to him: Give  
  me the body of Jesus so that I may bury him. 

  
  C:  Very well.  
  
  P:  He was accompanied by Nicodemus.  
  
  C: I have brought myrrh and aloe so that we may wrap him.
  
  P:  After they removed Jesus’ body from the cross, they wrapped it with strips of linen and the spices,   

  in accordance to the Jewish custom.  Jesus’ mother, Mary, as well as Mary Magdalene were also there,  
  watching at a distance. Joseph and Nicodemus carried the body to a new tomb cut out of rock.

  C: There, they laid Jesus’ body. Then they rolled the stone over the entrance of the tomb.
 
   Time for Meditation as the 7th Candle is Extinguished.

CLOSING HYMN                           “Were You There”  
                 CW 119
               Printed on the next page.
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CLOSING HYMN                           “Were You There”  
                 CW 119

PLEASE LEAVE IN SILENCE

The congregation may remain in the sanctuary for prayer and meditation before dispersing. We close tonight’s service 
without the traditional words of the blessing because our Holy Week worship does not end this evening, but continues 
Easter Sunday morning.


