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December 11, 2025 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Tonight ’s order of service follows Evening Prayer which begins on page 215 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s 

why children are never considered an inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry 

room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Advent Service: Our final Avent services for this year will be on Thursday, December 18th at 7:00pm. There will be a soup 

supper starting at 6:00pm. You may bring a soup, side, or dessert to share - or simply come to enjoy food and fellowship.  

Preschool Christmas Program: Little Lambs Learning Center will be having their Christmas program on  

Friday, December 19th at 6:00pm. Everyone is invite to come hear the students share about their Savior’s 

birth! There will be refreshments & fellowship following the program. If you would like to help or donate food, 

please scan the QR code to sign-up: 

Children ’s Christmas Service: Our Sunday School students will be having their Christmas service on Sunday, 

December 21st at 2:00pm. They have been working hard as they prepare to lead the service through songs and narrations.  

Candlelight Christmas Eve: We will be having a traditional candlelight service on Wednesday December 24th at 5:00pm, 

led by Elder Ryan Bogart. We hope you will be able to come be a part of this special evening!  

Christmas Day Service: Our Christmas Day service will be Thursday December 25th at 9:00am, led by Elder Ryan Bogart. 

Please join us as we rejoice in the birth of our King! 

Giving Tree for the Women’s Care Center: Our Giving Tree in the entrance area is decorated with ornaments of items  

needed by the Women’s Care Center, including toys, candy, & gift cards. Please tape the paper ornament to the unwrapped gift 

and place it in the box by the tree by Friday, December 19th. This is a wonderful way we can support mothers who have opted 

for life for their babies! If you have any questions or would like someone to shop for you, contact Kim Kirkland.  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email 

at www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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Stand 
 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  

 

   P:  Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

   C:   the light no darkness can overcome. 

  

   P:  Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

   C:   and the day is almost over. 

  

   P:  Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

   C:   and hear our evening prayer and praise. 

 

HYMN: Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes  CW 313  

 
PRAYER  

   P:  Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us, and warm our hearts with 

     your forgiving love in Christ. By your Word keep our faith burning brightly, that we may walk in the light of 

     your presence through the darkness of this world. Come and bless us as we worship you—Father, Son, and 

     Holy Spirit.  

 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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PSALM 141 CW 217  

 

PSALM PRAYER  

   P:  Let the incense of our prayers rise before you, O Lord, and let your mercy descend on us, that we may sing your 

     praises with the Church on earth and forever in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

READING  Luke 1:57–79 

  57When the time came for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the 

Lord had shown her great mercy, and they were rejoicing with her. 59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. 

They wanted to call him Zechariah after the name of the father. 60But his mother answered, “No. He will be called John.” 

  61They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who is called by this name.” 62They made signs to his father, to 

see what he wanted to name him. 

  63He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they were all amazed. 

  64Immediately Zechariah's mouth was opened, his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65Fear came 

on all who lived around them. In the entire hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66And everyone 

who heard this took it to heart, saying, “What then will this child be?” Clearly, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
68Blessed is the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has visited us and prepared redemption for his people. 
69He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David, 
70just as he said long ago through the mouth of his holy prophets. 
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71He raised up salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us, 
72in order to show mercy to our fathers by remembering his holy covenant, 
73the oath which he swore to Abraham our father, 74to grant deliverance to us from the hand of our enemies, 

so that we are able to serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76And you, child, will be called a prophet of the Most High, 

because you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,  
77to give his people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, 
78because of God's tender mercies, by which the Rising Sun from on high will visit us, 
79to shine on those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

HYMN: The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came CW 328  

 
 

 THE MESSAGE   

Bible Songs of Christmas: 
The Song of Zechariah  
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Stand 

HYMN: Blessed Be the God of Israel CW 954  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Be seated 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 

Stand 

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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 LORD, HAVE MERCY   

    P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
 

     P:  For the leaders of our synod and district, for all pastors in Christ, for all who are servants of the Church, and for 

     all the people of God, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For all who govern our nation and for all public servants, that they may be upheld and strengthened for every 

     good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  
    P:  For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the 

     Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, 

     and all who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the 

     Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 

   C:   Lord, have mercy. 
  

    P:  For the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 
 

    P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

    P:  Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ 

     our Lord: 

   C:   to you, O Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Eternal God, you fulfilled your promise to give us a Messiah from David’s household. In Jesus Christ you have 

     clothed us with life and fed us the living bread that came down from heaven. Crowned with the victory of his 

     resurrection, we shout for joy. 

   C:   Amen. 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICAMUS  

    P:  Let us praise the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

BLESSING  

    P:  The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

   C:   Amen. 
 

Be seated 

 CLOSING HYMN: O Bless the Lord, My Soul  CW 623  
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