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June 21, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting Three which begins on page 188 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your 

kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconven-

ience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if 

you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Guest Pastor: Thank you to Pastor Geoffrey Rue for leading our worship this morning! Pastor Rue serves at St Paul Lutheran 

Church in East Troy, WI.  

Post-Service Fellowship: Everyone is welcome to stick around after the service to enjoy some fellowship time together! 

Women’s Bible Study: Please join us as we finish up our study on the book of Hosea! We will meet this Tuesday, June 23, at 

6:00pm, at Kiersten Nash’s house: 5569 Lilac Hill Rd, Duluth. Please speak with Kiersten if you have any questions. 

Save the Date: Bridal Shower: The deaconesses are hosting a bridal shower for Hannah Black on Sunday, August 2nd, at 

2:00pm. Please watch for more details coming soon! 

Installation Service: We will be having the installation service for Pastor Todd Engel on Sunday, August 16th.  

Directory Pictures: We are updating the church directory! You are welcome to submit your own pictures—casual or formal—

by sending them to admin@dulutheran.org by July 1st. We will also have a volunteer taking pictures at church next Sunday, 

June 28th after the service, if you would prefer that option.   

Vacation Bible School: Our VBS is scheduled for August 3-5th! We’re looking for volunteers to help make it  

a wonderful event for all the kids who attend. If you are interested in helping out, please scan the QR code. 

VBS registration is open! Please see the sign-up information on the bulletin board or take a flyer home with you; 

they are available by the mailboxes. Questions? Speak with Kiersten Nash or Becky Foster.  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email at 

www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven CW 621  

 

 
Stand 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

   C:   Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed what we 

     have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have 

     done those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those things that we should have 

     done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ 

     Jesus. 
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Silence for meditation and reflection 

DECLARATION OF GRACE   

   P:  God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and  

     Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection 

     from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy   

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191  
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   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

O God, because your abiding presence always goes with us, keep us aware of your daily mercies that we may live 

secure and content in your eternal love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Jeremiah 20:7–13 

7You persuaded me, Lord , and I agreed to it. You are stronger than I am, and you won out. 

I have become a laughingstock all day long, and everyone is mocking me. 
8Whenever I speak, I cry out. I cry out, “Violence and destruction!” 

But the word of the Lord  has brought scorn on me. I am mocked all day long. 
9If I say, “I will not mention him or speak in his name anymore,” 

then there is a burning fire in my heart, shut up in my bones, 

and I am weary of holding it in. I cannot! 
10I hear many whispering, “Terror on every side!” 

All my close friends, those who are watching for my fall, say, 

“Denounce him! Let's denounce him. Perhaps he can be pressured into making a mistake. 

Then we will have the upper hand against him, and we will take our revenge on him.” 
11But the Lord  is with me like a terrifying warrior. 

So my persecutors will stumble, and they will not gain the upper hand. 

They will be put to shame completely, because they have not been successful. 

Their eternal disgrace will never be forgotten. 

12 Lord  of Armies, you test the righteous. You see the heart and the mind. 

Let me see your vengeance on them, for I have laid out my case before you. 
13Sing to the Lord ! Praise the Lord , 

for he has delivered the life of the needy 

from the hand of the wicked. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING  2 Timothy 4:1–8 

  1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and in view 

of his appearing and his kingdom: 2Preach the word. Be ready whether it is convenient or not. Correct, rebuke, and encour-

age, with all patience and teaching. 3For there will come a time when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, 

because they have itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in line with their own desires. 4They will also 

turn their ears away from the truth and will turn aside to myths. 

  5As for you, keep a clear head in every situation. Bear hardship. Do the work of an evangelist. Fulfill your ministry. 

  6You see, I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the 

good fight; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 8From now on, there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness. 

The Lord, the righteous Judge, will give it to me on that day, and not only to me but also to everyone who loved his appear-

ing. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  2 Corinthians 12:9 

 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 10:5a,21–33 

  5Jesus sent these twelve out and commanded them, 

  21“Brother will hand over his brother to death, and a father will do the same with his child. Children will rise up against 

parents and have them put to death. 22You will be hated by all people because of my name, but whoever endures to the end 

will be saved. 23And when they persecute you in one town, flee to the next. Amen I tell you: You will not finish going through 

the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

  24“A disciple is not above his teacher, nor is a servant above his master. 25It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher 

and the servant like his master. If the master of the house was called Beelzebul, how much more the members of his house-

hold! 

  26“So do not be afraid of them, because there is nothing concealed that will not be revealed, and nothing hidden that will 

not be made known. 27What I tell you in the dark, speak in the daylight; and what you hear whispered in your ear, proclaim 

from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, fear the one who is able to destroy 

both soul and body in hell. 

  29“Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground without the knowledge and con-

sent of your Father. 30And even the hairs of your head are all numbered. 31So do not be afraid. You are worth more than 

many sparrows. 

  32“Everyone who confesses me before others, I will also confess before my Father who is in heaven. 33But whoever denies 

me before others, I will also deny before my Father who is in heaven. 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 
Be seated 
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CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Rue. This service 

segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus, Priceless Treasure CW 823  
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 THE MESSAGE   

Fearless Ministry 
Matthew 10:5a, 21-33 

 
Stand 
 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control 

     all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

   C:   Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and demolish our 

     doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to 

     your will. 

   C:   Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

   P:  The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. 

     Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

   C:   Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

   P:  Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 

     between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young  

     people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

   C:   Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

   P:  Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by  

     disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss  

     someone they loved. 

   C:   Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

   P:  Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 

     blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us 

     to be with you forever. 

   C:   Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER    

The order of service can be found on page 199 in the hymnal.  

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

   P:  Lift up your hearts. 
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   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

  

   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

     together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with 

     all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  CW 200  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG  

   P:  Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of your creation. 

     In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
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We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our faith, 

strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. 

Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.” 

  

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of 

     the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in  

     remembrance of me.” 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

 

Lamb of God               CW 202  

Printed on the next page 
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Lamb of God CW 202  

 

Be seated 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the Lord’s Supper this afternoon. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak to Pastor Rue after the service. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN : O Christ, Who Called the Twelve  CW 716  
Printed on the next page 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN : O Christ, Who Called the Twelve  CW 716  

 

Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:   his mercy endures forever. 

 

   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

   P:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. 

     We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you 

     will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day  

     after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

     forever. 

   C:   Amen. 
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BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: Fight the Good Fight  CW 876  
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