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March 15, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting Two which begins on page 172 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your 

kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconven-

ience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if 

you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Thank you to our Adult & Youth Choirs for using their musical talents to beautify our service this afternoon.  

Altar Flowers: Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God by Wanda & Rick Stanius in loving memory of Gene Altiere. 

Voters Meeting: We will have a special voters meeting next Sunday, March 22nd, right before Bible Study, to have voters 

approve the proposed surplus spending. You can find more information about the surplus posted outside Pastor’s office.  

Youth Rally Fundraiser: Our Youth Group is selling Shepherd of the Hills shirts to help raise money to attend the 2026 

WELS International Youth Rally! Please stop by their table in the entryway following the service for more information.  

Men’s Fellowship: Please join us for the March Men's Fellowship event on Tuesday, March 24th. This month, we'll meet at 

Crooked Pint at 6:30pm. No need to RSVP. Just come and enjoy fellowship with your fellow brothers in Christ. 

Women’s Book Club: 

Current Book: “Divine Directions”: We meet for dinner and a review this Tuesday, March 17th at 6 pm at the church. 

New Book: “Zechariah, Haggai, & Malachi” by John MacArthur: We will start this next book the week of April 6th and meet 

for dinner and review on Monday, July 13th at 6pm at church. Please let Kely Dunsmoor (kjdunsmoor@gmail.com) if you 

plan to join.  

Women's Bible Study: Please join us for an evening of fellowship and study of God's Word on Tuesday, March 24 at 6 pm at 

the church. We will begin a new study on the Minor Prophets of the Bible. We hope you can join us! 

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email at 

www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN : Amazing Grace CW 576  

 
Stand 
 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your  

     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
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ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  CW 174  

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 



5 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, by your almighty power you opened the eyes of the blind and showed yourself to them. 

Turn our eyes away from worthless things, and lead us to love you sincerely; for you live and reign with the  

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 
 

 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Isaiah 42:14–21 

14I have been silent for a long time.  

I have kept still. I have restrained myself. 

But now, like a woman giving birth, I will scream. 

I will gasp and pant. 
15I will dry up mountains and hills. 

I will make all their grass wither. 

I will turn rivers into islands. I will dry up pools. 
16I will lead the blind on a way they do not know. 

Along paths they do not know I will direct them. 

Ahead of them I will turn darkness into light 

and rough places into level ground. 

These are the things I will accomplish for them. 

I will not abandon them. 

17They will be turned back and completely disgraced—  

those who trust in an idol, 

those who say to molten images, “You are our gods.” 

18You deaf ones, listen! 

You blind ones, watch carefully so that you can see! 
19Who is as blind as my servant? 

Who is as deaf as my messenger whom I sent? 

Who is as blind as my associate, 

as blind as the servant of the Lord ? 
20You, Israel, see many things, but you do not observe. 

Israel opens his ears, but he does not hear. 
21Because of his own righteousness, 

the Lord  was pleased to make his law great and glorious. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 
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ADULT & YOUTH CHOIRS: Lamb of God  Words & Music by: Twila Paris 
 Arranged by: Lloyd Larson  

 

SECOND READING  Ephesians 5:8–14 

  8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light, 9for the fruit of the light con-

sists in all goodness, righteousness, and truth. 10Try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord, 11and do not participate in fruitless 

deeds of darkness. Instead, expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention the things that are done by people in secret. 
13But everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for it is light that makes things visible. 14Therefore it is said, “Awake, 

sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Hebrews 12:2 

 

Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod, 

and to become the Lamb of God. 

Your gift of love they crucified, 

they laughed and scored him as he died, 

the humble King they named a fraud, 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God; 

I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O wash me in his precious blood. 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

I was so lost I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side 

to be led by your staff and rod, 

and to be called a lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God; 

I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O wash me in his precious blood, 

til I am just a lamb of God. 

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God; 

I love the holy Lamb of God. 

O wash me in his precious blood,  

(precious blood, Lamb of God,) 

til I am just a lamb of God. 
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GOSPEL  John 9:1–7,13–17,34–39 

  1As Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?” 

  3Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that God's works might be revealed in connection 

with him. 4I must do the works of him who sent me while it is day. Night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am 

in the world, I am the Light of the World.” 

  6After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and spread the mud on the man's eyes. 7“Go,” 

Jesus told him, “wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went and washed, and came back seeing. 

  13They brought this man who had been blind to the Pharisees. 14Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and 

opened his eyes. 15So the Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight. 

 “He put mud on my eyes,” the man told them. “I washed, and now I see.” 

  16Then some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does not keep the Sabbath.” Others were say-

ing, “How can a sinful man work such miraculous signs?” 

 There was division among them, 17so they said to the blind man again, “What do you say about him, because he opened 

your eyes?” 

 The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

  34They answered him, “You were entirely born in sinfulness! Yet you presume to teach us?” And they threw him out. 

  35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out. When he found him, he asked, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” 

  36“Who is he, sir,” the man replied, “that I may believe in him?” 

  37Jesus answered, “You have seen him, and he is the very one who is speaking with you.” 

  38Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” and he knelt down and worshipped him. 

  39Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, in order that those who do not see will see, and those who do see will 

become blind.” 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This 

service segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ Is the World ’s Light      CW 515  

Printed on the next page 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ Is the World ’s Light  CW 515  

 

 

 

 THE MESSAGE   

Christ ’s Light Shines Brightly  
Ephesians 5:8-14 

 
Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
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  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see  

     clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

   C:   Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

   P:  Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love like yours as 

     they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

   C:   Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

   P:  Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other with  

     commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to 

     Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

   C:   Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

  

   P:  Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those who protect us 

     from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend  

     themselves. 

   C:   Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 

  

   P:  Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the 

     hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of 

     heaven. 

   C:   Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. Give patience and compassion 

     to all who care for the sick and dying. 

   C:   Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

   P:  Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, 

     and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

   C:   In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER    

The order of service can be found on page 183 in the hymnal.  

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

   P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

  

 

   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by 

     his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be  

     overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their 

     glorious song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy  CW 184  

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG  

   P:  Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world and all who live 

     in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

     Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even death on a 

     cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from 

     the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the  

     kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, and resurrec-

tion. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as 

we worship you— the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 
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LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in re-

membrance of me.” 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186  
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Be seated 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the Lord’s Supper this afternoon. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak to Pastor Warskow after the service. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517  

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing CW 404  
Printed on the next page 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing CW 404  

 

 
Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:   his mercy endures forever. 
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   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

   P:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. 

     Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us 

     to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the 

     Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  CW 713  
Printed on the next page 
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CLOSING HYMN: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light  CW 713  
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