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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Todd Engel: Cell (651) 309-7311 · Office (218) 722-4364 · Email pastor@dulutheran.org 

  

WELCOME! 

  

WORSHIP SERVICE 

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today 

easier, the worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [M] are spoken by the 

minister, and the parts marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical 

hymnal or wish to see the songs in four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands. Today’s 

order of service follows Setting Two which begins on page 172 in the hymnal. 
  

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches 

God’s truth to your kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children 

are never considered an inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry 

room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Altar Flowers: Today’s bouquet is given to the glory of God by Robert & Shawnna Doblar in celebration of their 

wedding anniversary. Congratulations!  

 

Senior Fellowship Luncheon: Please join us for food and fellowship on Tuesday, September 8th at Crooked Pint 

Ale House. We will meet at 11:30am. RSVP Kathy Hedin by text at 651-332-1374.  Hope to see you there! 

 

Funeral Date Correction: Please note that the funeral for Arlene Liebe will take place on September 19th, not 

October 19th as previously stated. Visitation will be at 10am and the service at 11am, followed by a luncheon.  

 

Blueprint School Update: We will be having the congregation meeting to go over the results of the Blueprint 

Schools survey on Sunday, September 27th during the Bible Study hour. Please plan to join us! 
 

Welcome College Students! If you see a college student be sure to make them feel welcome. If you are a college 

student, say hello to the people around you & know that our church is YOUR church for as long as you are here.  
 

Campus Ministry Fall Semester: Our Campus Ministry program will be in full swing this semester as we 

welcome not only any new or returning students, but also Pastor Engel to our group. SOTH Campus Ministry 

meets weekly for a meal and Bible Study. Please reach out to Peter Moeri or Pastor Engel to get connected. Peter 

has a table set up in the narthex this morning with Welcome Bags for all students.  

 

Meals for Campus Ministry: If you’d like to sign up to provide a meal for the Campus Ministry 

students, please scan the QR code:  
 

Fall Schedule: Our Sunday School year will be starting on Sunday, September 13th! Please plan to 

stay after the service for Sunday School, Youth Group, Youth Music Ministry, and Adult Bible Study.  
 

Confirmation Class: Classes for children in 6th to 8th grade will be starting with Pastor Engel on Sunday, 

September 13th, from 11:30am to 1:00pm. Parents, please check your email for a detailed schedule.  
 

Camp Croix Men’s Retreat: Join us September 18-20 at Camp Croix! The event features Dr. Mark Paustian as the 

keynote speaker and is a great opportunity to check out the brand new Ministry Center & enjoy fellowship with 

other WELS men. Additional information & registration can be found at mensretreat.org 
 

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly 

email at dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at dulutheran.org/church-calendar.  
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HYMN: Why Should Cross and Trial Grieve Me CW 831 

 

 

 

 
 
Stand 

INVOCATION 

 M:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:   Amen. 

CONFESSION 

 M:  Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

 C:   Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

 M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

 C:   Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and 

sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that we should not have done,         
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and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord!         

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

DECLARATION OF GRACE 

 M:  God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed 

us from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

 C:  Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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SALUTATION 

 M:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:   And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 M:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross for our 

redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow him wherever he leads; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15–21 

15O LORD, you understand. Remember me and care for me. 

Take vengeance for me on those who persecute me. 

You are slow to anger. Do not take me away. 

Keep in mind that for your sake I bear disgrace. 
16Your words came to me, and I devoured them. 

Your words became my joy, the delight of my heart, 

because I bear your name, O LORD God of Armies. 
17I did not sit with the band of partygoers, 

nor did I celebrate with them. 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me. 

You filled me with indignation. 

18Why is my pain unending? 

Why is my wound incurable, refusing to heal? 

Will you be as deceptive as an intermittent stream to me, 

like a source of water that a person can't depend on? 

19Therefore this is what the LORD says. 

If you repent, I will take you back, so that you may stand before me. 

If what you say is worthwhile and not worthless, you will be my spokesman. 

They must turn to you, 

but you must not turn to them. 
20I will make you like a bronze wall to this people. 

They will fight against you, but they will not overcome you, 

because I am with you to save you and to rescue you, declares the LORD. 
21I will rescue you from the hand of the wicked,  

and I will deliver you from the grasp of the ruthless. 

  

 M:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 31E 

 

 

 

 
  

In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge; 

    let me never be / put to shame. 

Be my rock of / refuge, 

    a strong fortress to / save me. 

Into your hands I commit my / spirit; 

    deliver me, LORD, my / faithful God.    Refrain 

  

My times are / in your hands; 

    save me in your un- / failing love. 

How abundant are the / good things 

    that you have stored up for those who / fear you. 

Be strong and / take heart, 

    all you who hope / in the LORD. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 

 

SECOND READING Romans 8:18–25 

  18For I conclude that our sufferings at the present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is 

going to be revealed to us. 19In fact, creation is waiting with eager longing for the sons of God to be 

revealed. 20For creation was subjected to futility, not by its own will, but by the will of the one who 
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subjected it, in the hope 21that even creation itself will be set free from slavery to corruption, in order to 

share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. 

  22For we know that all of creation is groaning with birth pains right up to the present time. 23And not 

only creation, but also we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 

eagerly await our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 24Indeed, it was for this hope we were 

saved. But hope that is seen is not hope, because who hopes for what he already sees? 25But if we hope 

for something we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with patient endurance. 

  

 M:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mark 8:34 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–26 

  21From that time, Jesus began to show his disciples that he had to go to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things from the elders, chief priests, and experts in the law, and be killed, and on the third day be raised 

again. 

  22Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “May you receive mercy, Lord! This will 

never happen to you.” 

  23But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a snare to me because you are 

not thinking the things of God, but the things of men.” 

  24Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone wants to follow me, let him deny himself, take up his 

cross, and follow me. 25In fact whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for 

my sake will find it. 26After all, what will it benefit a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits his 

soul? Or what can a person give in exchange for his soul? 
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 M:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor 

Engel. This service segment is intended to engage the children and help them understand today’s message. They 

will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus, I My Cross Have Taken CW 694 
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SERMON: Vindicate Me 

Romans 8:18-25 

 
Stand 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from  

  the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

        the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS 

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given 

joyfully and freely according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please 

know that there are no expectations for you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by 

making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our website: www.dulutheran.org and 

click on the “GIVE” tab.  

 

 

HYMN: Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–4 

Printed on the next page 
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HYMN: Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Stand 

 

PRAYER 

 M:  Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we so hear them, 

read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, 

we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

   and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

 M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

    The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

    The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

 C:   Amen. 

 

HYMN: On My Heart Imprint Your Image CW 405 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Two from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) © 2017 

Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House. 

All hymns and music reprinted with permission - Onelicense.net #A-715857    CCLI License #11371750 

  



14 

 
 


