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April 12, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting One which begins on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your 

kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconven-

ience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if 

you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Altar Flowers: Today’s bouquet is given to the glory of God by Jon and Kiersten Nash in celebration of their wedding 

anniversary. Happy anniversary! 

Office Hours: Pastor Warskow will resume his regular office hours tomorrow, Monday, April 13th. 

Youth Rally Fundraiser: Today is the final day of the Youth Group’s shirt fundraiser! If you would like to purchase a 

Shepherd of the Hills shirt for yourself and help fund the youth’s trip to the WELS Youth Rally, please stop at the table 

in the entryway following the service to place your order. Please speak with Becky Foster if you have any questions.  

Voter ’s Meeting: We will be having a voter’s meeting next Sunday, April 19th , at the beginning of Bible Study, regard-

ing some expenditures as well as requesting a preschool teacher from MLC’s assignment committee.   

Congregation Meeting: Pastor Jon Hein, a consultant from WELS Congregational Services, will be onsite April 17-20. 

The congregation is invited to a meeting with him next Saturday, April 18th at 10:00am. Childcare will be available and 

following the meeting, the church will provide a meal for all participants and their families. This is a wonderful opportuni-

ty for our church body to reflect on the mission of Shepherd of the Hills, and everyone is encouraged to attend. Please 

speak with Grant Holzhueter if you have any questions.  

 

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly 

email at www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: The Strife Is O ’er, the Battle Done CW 452 sts. Ref–5 

Stand 
 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your  

4 He closed the yawning gates of hell; 

the bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 

Let hymns of praise his triumph tell: 

    Alleluia! 

5 By your deep wounds, O risen King, 

come set us free from death’s sharp sting, 

that we may live and ever sing: 

    Alleluia!  (Refrain) 
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     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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Glory Be to God on High  CW 157  

 

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

O risen Lord, you came to your disciples and took away their fears with your word of peace. Come to us also by 

Word and sacrament, and banish our fears with the comforting assurance of your abiding presence; for you live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Acts 2:14a,22–32 

  14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 

  22“Men of Israel, hear these words! Jesus the Nazarene was a man recommended to you by God with miracles, wonders, 

and signs that God did through him among you, as you yourselves know. 23This man, who was handed over by God's set plan 

and foreknowledge, you killed by having lawless men nail him to a cross. 24He is the one God raised up by freeing him from 

the agony of death, because death was not able to hold him in its grip. 

  25“Indeed, David says concerning him: 

I saw the Lord always before me. 

Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 
26Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced. 

My flesh also will rest in hope, 
27because you will not abandon my life to the grave, 

nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 
28You have made known to me the paths of life. 

You will fill me with joy in your presence. 

  29“Gentlemen, brothers, I can speak confidently to you about the patriarch David, that he both died and was buried, and 

his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath that he would 

seat one of his descendants on his throne, 31he saw what was coming and spoke about the resurrection of Christ, saying that 

he was neither abandoned to the grave nor did his flesh see decay. 

  32“This Jesus is the one God has raised up. We are all witnesses of that. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING  1 Peter 1:3–9 

  3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he gave us a new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4into an inheritance that is undying, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you. 5Through faith you are being protected by God's power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed at the 

end of time. 

  6Because of this you rejoice very much, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 

kinds of trials 7so that the proven character of your faith—which is more valuable than gold, which passes away even though 

it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
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  8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not see him now, yet by believing in him, you are filled 

with a joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9because you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  John 20:29 

 

GOSPEL  John 20:19–31 

  19On the evening of that first day of the week, the disciples were together behind locked doors because of their fear of the 

Jews. Jesus came, stood among them, and said to them, “Peace be with you!” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands 

and side. So the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 

  21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you! Just as the Father has sent me, I am also sending you.” 22After saying this, 

he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23Whenever you forgive people's sins, they are forgiven. Whenever 

you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

  24But Thomas, one of the Twelve, the one called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 

kept telling him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

 But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands, and put my finger into the mark of the nails, and put my 

hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

  26After eight days, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 

and stood among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. 

Take your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue to doubt, but believe.” 

  28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

  29Jesus said to him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have be-

lieved.” 

  30Jesus, in the presence of his disciples, did many other miraculous signs that are not written in this book. 31But these are 

written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This 

service segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Sons and Daughters of the King CW 456  

 

 

5 When Thomas afterwards had heard 

that Jesus had fulfilled his word, 

he doubted that it was the Lord. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

6 “Thomas, behold my side,” said he, 

“my hands, my feet, my body see; 

and doubt not, but believe in me.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

he saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

“You are my Lord and God,” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

8 Blessèd are they that have not seen 

and yet whose faith has constant been; 

in life eternal they shall reign. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

9 On this most holy day of days 

to God your hearts and voices raise 

in laud and jubilee and praise. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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 THE MESSAGE   

He ’s Alive! Tell Someone!  
Acts 2:14, 22-32 

 
Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 
Be seated 

 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  Almighty and merciful God, on this glorious day we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Increase our 

     faith that the message of the empty tomb may fill our lives and make us glad each day. 

   C:   When we are weak, be our strength; when we are sad, be our song; and when we sin, be our salvation. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Remove the hurt of death from all who mourn. In moments of grief call believers through the voice of our Good 

     Shepherd and embolden us to follow his promises. In their hopelessness of despair turn the faithless to trust in 

     the only Way, Truth, and Life. 

   C:   Wipe away tears born of death and give new birth to a living hope in the hearts of the lost and troubled. 

     Use our witness as compassion and comfort for others in need of mercy. 

  

   P:  King of kings and Lord of lords, destroy all dominion, authority, and power that stands against you, whether 

     seen or unseen. Whatever evil exerts itself against your saving will--false teaching or lukewarm faith, Satan’s lies 

     or worldly pleasures, empty worship or futile religion—rule it for the sake of the gospel’s free course. 

   C:   Triumph over our enemies and empower the Church to fight the good fight to the end. Never leave us or 

     forsake us. 

  

   P:  Walk among our churches, O Living One, as the faithful witness and firstborn from the dead. As your angel 

     sent women with news of the risen Christ, call women in our church to announce, “He is risen!” As you sent 

     your disciples with the breath of the Spirit, call those in our church full of the Spirit and wisdom to administer 

     the keys of the kingdom. 

   C:   Wherever we live and whatever we do, help us to be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks us to 

     give the reason for the hope that we have in Christ.  

  

   P:  Heavenly Father keep the baptized united with your Son in his resurrection. Put to death the fleshly urges of 

     those caught in addictions, clothe in your righteousness anyone ashamed of good intentions which have fallen 

     short, and assure those searching for purpose that their eternal identity as your dear children is sealed. 

   C:   Thank you for the power of baptism working in our lives, and for the certainty of its promises through the 

     resurrection. Enrich us with everything we need for life and godliness. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

   P:  O Lord of life, you have done mighty things for us! We pray through him who is the Beginning and the End, 

     Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

   C:   His name is above every name, to the glory of God the Father! Amen. 

 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER    

The order of service can be found on page 165 in the hymnal. 

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 
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   P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

  

   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took 

     away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints 

     on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  CW 167  

 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG  

   P:  We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our  

     Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He 

     is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he 

     stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 



12 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your 

Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of 

the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in re-

membrance of me.” 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

O Christ, Lamb of God  CW 169  
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Be seated 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the Lord’s Supper this afternoon. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak to Pastor Warskow after the service. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: These Things Did Thomas Count as Real CW 468  

 

Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:   his mercy endures forever. 

 

   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

   P:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. 

     We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you 

     will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day  
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     after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

     forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: I Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again CW 464  
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