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Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 
Pastor Todd Engel: Cell (651) 309-7311 · Office (218) 722-4364 · Email pastor@dulutheran.org 

  

WELCOME! 

  

WORSHIP SERVICE 

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience 

today easier, the worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [M] are 

spoken by the minister, and the parts marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to 

use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew 

stands. Today’s order of service follows Setting Three which begins on page 188 in the hymnal. 
  

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches 

God’s truth to your kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why 

children are never considered an inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. 

There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Altar Flowers: Today’s bouquet is given to the glory of God by Jon & Frances Wittenberg in celebration of 

their 23rd wedding anniversary. Congratulations! 

 

Today’s Schedule: Our fall schedule started last week! Please join us after the service for Adult Bible Study, 

Sunday School, Youth Group, and Music Ministry. Adult Bible Study will meet in the Fellowship Hall. Sunday 

School children should meet their teachers in the back of the Fellowship Hall; they will go to their various 

classrooms or music time from there. Youth Group will meet in the conference room. Confirmation Class will 

also started last week; students should meet in the Fellowship Hall after the Bible Study/Sunday School hour.  

 

Adult Choir: Our new season of choir has started! We will be meeting on Sunday mornings at 8:00am up in 

the balcony. We’re happy to welcome back those that have sung before as well as anyone new who would like 

to join in singing our Savior's praises. Any questions, please contact Becky Miller or Laura Metcalf. 

 

Women’s Bible Study: Please join us as we continue studying the book of Amos on Tuesday,  September 22 at 

6pm at Kiersten Nash's home (5569 Lilac Hill Rd, Duluth, MN.) We would love to have you join us for 

Christian fellowship, snacks and time in God's Word together! 
 

Youth Group Campfire: Students in 7th–12th grade are invited to a Youth Group Campfire on Friday, 

September 25th, from 6:30 to 8:30pm. Join us behind the church for s’mores, yard games, and a devotion 

around the fire! 

 

Directory Update: The table in the entryway has a printout of membership information for the new church 

directory. Please take a moment to review your information and provide any updates needed. You can also 

indicate if you would like a printed copy of the directory (it will also be available online). Thank you! 

 

Blueprint School Update: The congregation meeting to go over the results of the Blueprint Schools survey will 

be next Sunday, September 27th during the Bible Study hour. Everyone is welcome to attend. During the 

meeting, the Sunday School children are invited to gather in the sanctuary for a brief introduction to the 

Children's Christmas service.   
 

 

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our 

weekly email at dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at dulutheran.org/church-calendar.  
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HYMN: Lord, ’Tis Not That I Did Choose You CW 581 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Stand 

 

INVOCATION 

 M:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:   Amen. 

CONFESSION 

 M:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

 C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 

from all unrighteousness. 

  

 M:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 
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 C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 

thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 

others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my 

Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: 

God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

ABSOLUTION 

 M:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 

who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 

called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the   Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy 
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Glory to God in the Highest 
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SALUTATION 

 M:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 M:  Let us pray. 

Lord God, you call us to work in your kingdom and promise to reward us according to your 

grace. Help us to rid our minds of worldly expectations and rejoice that you freely pour out 

the blessings of salvation to all people; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

FIRST READING Jonah 3:10—4:11 

  10When God saw their actions, that they had turned from their evil way, God relented from the 

disaster which he said he would bring on them, and he did not carry it out. 

  1But to Jonah all this seemed very bad, and he became very angry. 2He prayed to the LORD, “LORD, 

wasn't this exactly what I said when I was still in my own country? That is why I previously fled to 

Tarshish, because I knew that you are a gracious and merciful God, slow to anger and abounding in 

mercy, and you relent from sending disaster. 3So now, LORD, please take my life from me, for it is 

better for me to die than to live.” 

  4But the LORD replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?” 

  5Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city. He made a shelter for himself there and 

sat in the shade under it, waiting to see what would happen in the city. 

  6Then the LORD God provided a plant and made it grow up over Jonah to provide shade over his 

head, to relieve him from his discomfort. So Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7But at dawn the 

next day God provided a worm, and it attacked the plant so that it withered. 8When the sun rose, God 

provided a scorching east wind. The sun beat down on Jonah's head so that he grew faint. He wanted 

to die, so he said, “It is better for me to die than to live.” 

  9But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?” 

 Jonah said, “I do have a right to be angry—angry enough to die!” 

  10So the LORD said, “You have been concerned about this plant. You did not work for it or make it 

grow. It grew up in one night and perished after one night. 11So should I not be concerned for 
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Nineveh, the great city, in which there are more than one hundred twenty thousand people who do 

not know the difference between their right hand and their left—and also many animals?” 

  

 M:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 115A 

 

 

 
  

Why do the nations say, “Where / is their God?” 

    Our God is in heaven; he does whatever / pleases him. 

The LORD remembers us and will / bless us: 

    He will bless his people / Israel, 

he will bless those who / fear the LORD— 

    small and / great alike.   Refrain 

  

All you Israelites, trust / in the LORD— 

    he is their / help and shield. 

House of Aaron, trust / in the LORD— 

    he is their / help and shield. 

You who fear him, trust / in the LORD— 

    he is their / help and shield. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain 
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SECOND READING Romans 9:6–16 

  6This does not mean that God's word has failed, because not all who are descended from Israel are 

really Israel, 7and not all who are descended from Abraham are really his children. On the contrary, 

“Your line of descent will be traced through Isaac.” 8This means that it is not the children of the flesh 

who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise who are counted as his descendants. 9For 

this is what the promise said: “I will arrive at this set time, and Sarah will have a son.” 

  10Not only that, but Rebekah also had children by one man, our forefather, Isaac. 11Even before the 

twins were born or did anything good or bad, in order that God's purpose in election might 

continue— 12not by works but because of him who calls us—it was said to her, “The older will serve 

the younger.” 13Just as it is written: “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

  14What will we say then? Does this mean that God is unjust? Absolutely not! 15For God says to 

Moses: 

I will show mercy to whom I show mercy, 

and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion. 

  16So then, it does not depend on human desire or effort, but on God's mercy. 

  

 M:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Ephesians 2:8 
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GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 

  1“Indeed the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

workers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing to pay the workers a denarius for the day, he sent them into 

his vineyard. 3He also went out about the third hour and saw others standing unemployed in the 

marketplace. 4To these he said, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will give you whatever is right.’ 

So they went. 5Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour and did the same thing. 6When 

he went out about the eleventh hour, he found others standing unemployed. He said to them, ‘Why 

have you stood here all day unemployed?’ 

  7“They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ 

 “He told them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ 8When it was evening, the owner of the vineyard 

said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with the last group and 

ending with the first.’ 

  9“When those who were hired around the eleventh hour came, they each received a denarius. 
10When those who were hired first came, they thought they would receive more. But they each 

received a denarius too. 11After they received it, they began to grumble against the landowner: 
12‘Those who were last worked one hour, and you made them equal to us who have endured the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat!’ 

  13“But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not make an 

agreement with me for a denarius? 14Take what is yours and go. I want to give to the last one hired 

the same as I also gave to you. 15Can't I do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious 

because I am generous?’ 16In the same way, the last will be first, and the first, last.” 

  

 M:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR: What an Awesome God 

                                                                                        by Phil Wickham, Jonathan Smith, & Rich Mullins 

God is great 

Give Him all the praise 

Hallelujah, Name above all Names 

Fire in His eyes 

Healing in His veins 

Everywhere His glory on display 

 

Take a look at those stars 

He can Name them all 

Before His throne every knee falls 

The demons have to run 

The angels have to praise 

Even the wind and waves obey 

 

Our God is an awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 

Our God is an awesome God 

 

Our God is an awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 

Our God is an awesome God 
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And even when I ran 

He didn’t run away 

He came and put death back in its place 

Friday on a cross 

Broken for my shame 

Sunday morning rose up from that grave 

 

Take a look at those scars on His hands & feet 

He saved our souls for eternity 

Worthy is the Lamb 

Glory to the King 

Oh, let all the saints and the angels sing 

 

Our God is an awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 

Our God is an awesome God 

 

Our God is an awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 

Our God is an awesome God 

Eyes on the Sky 

There will be a day 

He will come and wipe our tears away 

No more fear 

No more pain 

No more sorrow sin or shame 

 

The King is coming back again 

A reign of love that will never end 

For everything You’ve done 

And everything You do 

And everything You are I’ll sing to you 

 

Our God is an awesome God 

He reigns from heaven above 

With wisdom power and love 

Our God is an awesome God 

 

My God You’re an awesome God 

You’re great in all You do 

I’m made to worship You 

My God You’re an awesome God 
 

 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with 

Pastor Engel. This service segment is intended to engage the children and help them understand today’s 

message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: By Grace I’m Saved CW 575 

Printed on the next page 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: By Grace I’m Saved CW 575 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON: Did Jonah Really Spend Three Days in a Whale? 

Jonah 3:10-4:11 

Stand 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 



12 

  

        eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

  God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were 

  made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the 

  Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was 

  crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he  

  rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at  

  the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

  dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with  

  the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the 

  prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one  

  baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 

  of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS 

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given 

joyfully and freely according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please 

know that there are no expectations for you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by 

making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our website: www.dulutheran.org and 

click on the “GIVE” tab.  

 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

The order of service can be found on page 199 in the hymnal. 

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 
Stand 

PREFACE 

 



13 

  

 

 
 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

 M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 

Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

promised that wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 

shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 M:  Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown 

of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem 

us from sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and 

made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those 

under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has 

destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, 

increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when 

Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, 

O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:   Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

   and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

   and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, 

which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
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Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of 

sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 C:   Amen. 

Lamb of God 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION 

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and 

the strengthening of our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or 

members of another WELS congregation come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from 

another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning. 

If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please speak to Pastor Engel after 

the service. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 
 
 

Stand 

 

 M:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

 C:   his mercy endures forever. 

 

 M:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

 C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

 M:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to 

share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds 

by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C:   Amen. 

BLESSING 

 M:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  

    The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

    The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

 C:   Amen. 
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HYMN: Jesus Loves Me CW 584 sts. 1, Ref, 2 
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