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July 12, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting Three which begins on page 188 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s 

why children are never considered an inconvenience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry 

room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Guest Pastor: Thank you to Pastor Garrett Alford for leading our worship this morning! Pastor Alford serves at 

Goodview Trinity Lutheran Church in Goodview, MN. 

VBS Donations: We have several items that are needed for this year’s Vacation Bible School! If you would like to 

help support this ministry through donations, please scan the QR code to view the list of items and sign up.   

Women’s Book Group: We will meet tomorrow, Monday, July 13th, at 6pm, in the church kitchen to share a meal and  

discuss the book “Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi: A Call to Rebuild” by John MacArthur.  

Women’s Bible Study: Please join us as we begin a new study on the book of Joel! We will meet next Tuesday, July 21st, at 

6:00pm, at Kiersten Nash’s house: 5569 Lilac Hill Rd, Duluth. Please speak with Kiersten if you have any questions. 

Lawns & Landscaping: A team of volunteers meets on Thursday mornings to mow the lawn and maintain the church grounds. 

They are looking for more individuals to help out! If Thursdays don’t work for you, weeding, trimming and edging can be done 

at any time. Currently, the landscaping along the promenade, along the north side of the preschool addition, and all around the 

parsonage could especially use some attention. If you have want to help, please speak with David Hedin or Willie Husby. 

VBS Volunteers: We still have several open spots on the volunteers list! Everything from group leaders to craft helpers to 

cleaning up. Please speak with Kiersten Nash or Becky Foster if you’re available to help out! 

VBS Registration: Our VBS will be August 3-5, from 5:30pm to 7:30pm. Please register at dulutheran.org. There is  

additional information available on the bulletin board across from the kitchen, as well as flyers by the mailboxes.  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email at 

www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: From All That Dwell below the Skies CW 605  

 

Stand 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness.  

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your  

     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
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ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy   

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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Glory to God in the Highest  CW 191  
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   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so 

hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed 

hope of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  2 Samuel 7:1–9, 11b–14a 

  1It happened that when the king was living in his palace, and when the Lord  had given him rest from his enemies all 

around, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “Look, I live in a house of cedar, but the Ark of God sits under tent curtains.” 

  3Nathan said to the king, “Go and do everything that is in your heart, because the Lord  is with you.” 

  4But that night the word of the Lord  came to Nathan. He said, 5“Go and tell my servant David all these things.” 

 This is what the Lord  says. Are you the one to build a house for me to live in? 6I have not lived in a house from the day I 

brought the people of Israel up from Egypt until today. I have been moving around in the Tent and the Dwelling. 7I have 

traveled everywhere with all the people of Israel. Did I ever speak a word to any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded 

to shepherd my people, or ask them, “Why have you not built a house of cedar for me?” 

  8You are also to say the following to my servant David. 

 This is what the Lord  of Armies says. I took you from the pasture, from following sheep, to be ruler over my people, over 

Israel. 9I have been with you wherever you went. I have cut off all your enemies from before you. I will make your reputation 

great, like that of the great ones on the earth... 

 11 The Lord  also declares to you that the Lord  himself will make a house for you. 12When your days are complete and 

you rest with your fathers, I will raise up after you your seed, who will come from your own body. I will establish his king-

dom. 13He will build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I will be his father, and he 

will be my son.  

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING  Romans 1:1–7 

  1Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which he promised in advance 

through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures. 3This gospel is about his Son, who in the flesh was born a descendant of David, 
4who in the spirit of holiness was declared to be God's powerful Son by his resurrection from the dead—Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 5Through him we received grace and the call to be an apostle on behalf of his name, to bring about the obedience of 

faith among all the Gentiles, 6including you, who were called by Jesus Christ. 

  7To all those loved by God who are in Rome, called to be saints: 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Isaiah 55:11 
Printed on the next page 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Isaiah 55:11 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 20:41–44 

  41Jesus said to them, “How is it that they say that the Christ is David's son? 42David himself says in the book of Psalms: 

The Lord said to my Lord, 

‘Sit at my right hand, 43until I make your enemies 

a footstool under your feet.’ 

  44“So David calls him ‘Lord.’ Then how is he his son?” 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  CW 563  
Printed on the next page 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  CW 563  

 

 
 THE MESSAGE   

How Can He?  
Luke 20:41-44 

 
Stand 
 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge  

 the living and the dead. 

 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
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WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

    P:  Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control 

     all things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

   C:   Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

   P:  Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and demolish our 

     doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to 

     your will. 

   C:   Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

   P:  The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. 

     Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

   C:   Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

   P:  Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 

     between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young  

     people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

   C:   Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

   P:  Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by  

     disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss  

     someone they loved. 

   C:   Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

   P:  Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 

     blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us 

     to be with you forever. 

   C:   Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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HYMN: By Faith  CW 868 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 

 

 

 

 

Stand  

PRAYER  

   P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help us by your Holy 

     Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and  

4 By faith the church was called to go 

in the pow’r of the Spirit to the lost 

to deliver captives and to preach good news 

in ev’ry corner of the earth. (Refrain) 

5 By faith this mountain shall be moved 

and the pow’r of the gospel shall prevail, 

for we know in Christ all things are possible 

for all who call upon his name. (Refrain) 
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     comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  

     Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN : How Firm a Foundation    CW 800 sts. 1–3 
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