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November 16, 2025 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shepherd, to 

offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in eternity. Our 

prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re worshiping with us here 

today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the  

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts marked 

[C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in four-part harmo-

ny, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.   

Today ’s order of service follows Setting Three which begins on page 188 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your kids. 

Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom, so children are never considered an inconvenience to our  

worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Altar Flowers: Today’s bouquet is given to the glory of God by Pat & Lorene Fleming in celebration of their grandson’s birthday. 

Pastor Call Update: Last Sunday we extended a call to Rev. Dr. Timothy Bourman who currently serves at Sure Foundation  

Lutheran Church in Queens, NY. Please keep Pastor Bourman in your prayers as he deliberates where to serve.   

Silent Auction & Pie Social: Thank you to everyone who contributed to yesterday’s Silent Auction & Pie Social! We are   

continuing to collect nonperishable food items for Second Harvest Northland for the remainder of November.  

Women's Bible Study: Please join us for fellowship & time in God's Word on Tuesday, November 25 at 6 pm at the church!  

Christmas For Kids: Kids ages 3-11 are invited to Christmas for Kids on Saturday, December 13th from 9-11:15am! We'll play 

a game, make some crafts, and watch the movie "Veggie Tales: The Star of Christmas". The kids are welcome to bring a pillow or 

blanket for the movie. Watch for a registration link coming soon and speak with Kely Dunsmoor if you’d like to volunteer.   

Christmas Service Practice: All Sunday School students in PreK -8th grade are encouraged to attend a group Christmas  

service practice after worship on the Sunday after Thanksgiving, November 30th.  We will meet in the sanctuary from 3:15-

3:45pm. We look forward to seeing you there! Note: There will no Adult Bible Study, Sunday School Classes, Youth Group, or  

Confirmation Class on November 30th.  

Outreach Update: We are looking for individuals who are interested in learning more about evangelism and serving on the Board 

of Outreach. Later this year there will be an opportunity to help start an Elder Care Ministry called Citizens of Heaven through the 

WELS. Please reach out to Mark Kleisner (markkleisner@gmail.com) if you’re interested or have questions.  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email at 

www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: The Clouds of Judgment Gather CW 490  

 

 
Stand 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness.  

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your  

     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
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Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy   

  P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

 



5 

Glory to God in the Highest  CW 191  
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   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may always look for-

ward to the end of this present evil age and the day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and 

living faith, and present us at last holy and blameless before you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 
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 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Malachi 4:1-6 

  1Look! The day is coming, burning like a blast furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble. The day that is 

coming will set them on fire, says the Lord  of Armies, a day that will not leave behind a root or branch for them. 2But for 

you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise, and there will be healing in its wings. You will go out and jump 

around like calves from the stall. 3You will trample the wicked. They will surely be ashes under the soles of your feet on the 

day when I take action, says the Lord  of Armies. 

  4Remember the law of my servant Moses, which I commanded to him at Horeb to serve as statutes and judgments over all 

Israel. 

  5Look! I am going to send Elijah the prophet to you before the great and fearful day of the Lord  comes! 6He will turn the 

hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers. Otherwise, I will come and strike the land with 

complete destruction. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

CHOIR: There Is a Higher Throne       Keith & Kristyn Getty 

                  Arrangement by Robert Edson Grass  

 

SECOND READING  2 Thessalonians 1:5–10 

 5This is evidence of God's righteous verdict that resulted in your being counted worthy of God's kingdom, for which you 

also suffer. 6Certainly, it is right for God to repay trouble to those who trouble you, 7and to give relief to you, who are trou-

bled along with us. When the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his powerful angels, 8he will exercise vengeance in 

flaming fire on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9Such people will 

receive a just penalty: eternal destruction away from the presence of the Lord and from his glorious strength, 10on that day 

when he comes to be glorified among his saints, and to be marveled at among all those who have believed, because our testi-

mony to you was believed. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Revelation 2:10 
Printed on the next page.  
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Revelation 2:10 

 

GOSPEL  Luke 21:5–19 

  5As some were talking about the temple, how it was decorated with beautiful stones and offerings, Jesus said, 6“These 

things that you see here—the days will come when there will not be one stone left on another—every one will be thrown 

down.” 

  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will these things happen? And what is the sign that these things are about to happen?” 

  8He said, “Watch out so that you are not deceived! For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he,’ and ‘The time is 

near.’ Do not follow them. 9Whenever you hear of wars and revolutions, do not be terrified, for these things must happen 

first, but the end will not be right then.” 

  10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will be great earthquakes, 

famines, and plagues in various places. There will be horrifying sights and great signs from heaven. 12But before all these 

things, they will lay their hands on you and will persecute you, handing you over to synagogues and prisons, bringing you 

before kings and governors for my name's sake. 13It will turn out to be your opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds 

not to prepare beforehand how to defend yourselves, 15for I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries 

will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives, and friends. They will put 

some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all people for my name's sake. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By pa-

tient endurance you will gain your lives. 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children in attendance today may come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This service  

segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: The Day Is Surely Drawing Near  CW 488 sts. 1-2, 5-6 

 

 

 

 THE MESSAGE   

The Name of Jesus Strengthens Us 
Luke 21:5-19 

 
Stand 
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CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 
 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  O Lord of hosts, eternal, immortal, and invisible King, we praise and thank you for protecting your people 

     through your holy angels, who always behold your face and worship your majesty.  Grant, we pray, as you have 

     commanded them to do your will and to serve those who are the heirs of salvation, that they may also care for 

     us that we may be delivered from every peril of body and soul that threatens us. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Be merciful to the people of all nations, O Lord. And since you will reveal your Son Jesus from heaven with his 

     mighty angels to take vengeance on all who have denied you and rejected your love in Christ, extend for the  

     nations their time of grace so that they might come to believe and live eternally. Use us as messengers of your 

     gospel to penetrate the powers of darkness and to bring many to glory. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Look on our own land with your favor. Give our citizens a love for what is true and right.  Grant your blessing 

     to all who have authority over us. Prosper our schools and colleges as they train many to proclaim your grace. 

     Bless those who work with their minds and those who labor with their hands so that all human work may  

     benefit your holy Church. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Direct your holy angels to serve all who are in want, trouble, pain, sorrow, disappointment, anxiety, or any  

     other trouble. Comfort them with your power and grace. Grant that your presence may brighten our homes, 

     that children may learn of your tender love, and that all parents may walk in the counsel of your Son. Lord, in 

     your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer. 

  

   P:  May your holy angels serve you as they serve us and at the end of our lives lead them to carry us to the riches of 

     paradise. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. Amen. 

 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER    

The order of service can be found on page 199 in the hymnal.  

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

   

 P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

   P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

     together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with 

     all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  CW 200  

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG  

   P:  Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of your creation. 

     In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 
  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his dwelling 

among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by 

becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to 

light through the gospel. 
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our faith, 

strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. 

Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.” 

  

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of 

     the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in  

     remembrance of me.” 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

 

 

Lamb of God              CW 202  

Printed on the next page.  
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Lamb of God CW 202  

 
 
Be seated 
 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak to Pastor Warskow after the service. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Wide Open Stand the Gates CW 664  
Printed on the next page.  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Wide Open Stand the Gates CW 664  

 

Stand 

 

THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:   his mercy endures forever. 

 

   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

   P:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share our humanity. 

     We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you 

     will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day  

     after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

     forever. 

   C:   Amen. 
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BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN: May the Grace of Christ Our Savior  CW 928  
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