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January 18, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shepherd, to 

offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in eternity. Our 

prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re worshiping with us here 

today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the worship 

folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts marked [C] are to 

be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in four-part harmony, there are 

hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting Two which begins on page 172 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your kids. 

Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconvenience to our 

worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Alter Flowers: Today’s bouquet is given to the glory of God by Pat & Lorene Fleming in celebration of their granddaughter 

Hannah’s 9th birthday.  

Teacher Call Meeting: There is a call meeting for calling our next preschool teacher today during the Bible study hour.  

Pastor Call Update: This past Tuesday we extended a call to Pastor Caleb  Schmiege who currently serves at Divine Savior 

Academy in Doral, FL. Please keep Pastor Schmiege in your prayers as he deliberates his call!  

Installation: Next Sunday, January 25th, we will have the installation for our 2026 Council, Elders and Deaconesses. 

Midweek Bible Study: We have started a midweek Bible study which meets on Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm, led by Mark 

Kleisner. The study is currently on the book of Psalms. Childcare is not provided but all are welcome to join.  

Women’s Bible Study: We will be resuming our study on the book Habbakuk on Tuesday, January 27 at 6pm in the church 

conference room. All women are welcome to join us for fellowship and time in God's Word!  

Women’s Valentine Tea: Our annual Women’s Valentine Tea will be held on Saturday, February 7th from 1:00-3:00pm. 

Please join us for a fun afternoon of fellowship, tea, snacks, card making, and an iron-on transfer craft! Bring your own blank  

t-shirt, sweatshirt, or tote bag to decorate. Please RSVP to Shawnna Doblar (shawnna.r33@gmail.com) 

Campus Ministry Meals: Campus Ministry has resumed for the spring semester and is in need of meals. If you 

would like to help support this ministry by providing a meal, please scan the QR code or visit our website to sign up. 

  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our 

weekly email at www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: In Christ Alone  CW 510  

 
Stand 
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INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

CONFESSION   

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I deserve your  

     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy   

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  
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   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

 

Glory to God in the Highest         CW 176  
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   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you inspired Simon Peter to confess Jesus as the Messiah and Son of the living God. Keep your 

church firm on the rock of this faith that in unity and peace it may proclaim one truth and follow one Lord, Je-

sus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 
 

 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

 

FIRST READING  2 Peter 1:1–4 

  1Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, 

 To those who have obtained the same kind of faith as ours in the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 

  2Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. 

  3His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by 

his own glory and excellence. 4Through these he has given us his precious and great promises so that through them you may 

share in the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that sinful lust causes in the world. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING  Acts 4:8-13 

  8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel, 9if we are being ques-

tioned today for a kind act that was done for the lame man, as to how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you 

and to all the people of Israel that it was by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead! By him this man stands before you healed. 11This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you builders, which 

has become the cornerstone. 

  12“There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved.” 

  13When they saw the boldness of Peter and John and found out that they were uneducated and untrained men, they were 

astonished and took note of the fact that these men had been with Jesus. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Matthew 16:16 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 16:13–19 

  13When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

  14They said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

  15He said to them, “But you, who do you say that I am?” 

  16Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

  17Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but my Father who is 

in heaven. 18And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell will not overpow-

er it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 

you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

  

   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 
Be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This 

service segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord Jesus Christ, the Church ’s Head CW 861  
Printed on the next page. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord Jesus Christ, the Church ’s Head CW 861  

 

 

 

 THE MESSAGE   

The Church ’s Power to Do Its Work  
Matthew 16:13-19 

 

 
Stand 
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CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be seated 

 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  Eternal God and Father, we thank you for the blessings we share as members of your holy Church, for your 

     gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith and knowledge, for occasions 

     to serve and be served, and for fellowship with believers in our congregation and our synod. 

   C:   Help us rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and use them faithfully. 

  

   P:  Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses in the world. 

     Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes of the lonely, in the 

     pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your face, Lord Jesus, and to serve 

     others as we would serve you. 

   C:   Awaken us to opportunities to proclaim your message of love. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we need to witness 

     clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope we have, and to  

     conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect. 

   C:   Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ. 

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, a neighbor, or a friend who does not believe in you, or whose 

     faith is weak or troubled. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
   P:  Keep in your care those who are enduring chronic pain and incessant unhappiness, those enduring rejection and 

     struggling with poverty, those mourning the loss of someone they loved. Bring healing and help and comfort 

     and calm to everyone in distress. 

   C:   Move us to act alone or join with others to provide help and support.  

  

   P:  Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where we cannot go. 

     Keep them and their loved ones in your care and let nothing hinder their work. By the power of the gospel,  

     restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us and others. 

   C:   Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings. 

  

   P:  Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and others, so that 

     we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise forever. 

   C:   Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen. 

 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER    

The order of service can be found on page 183 in the hymnal.  

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

   P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who in blessing his saints of the past has given us 

     assurance and hope that, following their example, we may run the race marked out for us and receive the crown 

     of glory that will never fade away. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 

     holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  CW 184  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG  

   P:  Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world and all who live 

     in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

     Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even death on a 

     cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from 

     the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the  

     kingdom of grace and glory. 
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, and resurrec-

tion. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as 

we worship you— the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.” 

  

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of 

     the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in  

     remembrance of me.” 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God            CW 186  
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Be seated 

 

DISTRIBUTION  

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the Lord’s Supper this afternoon. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak to Pastor Warskow after the service. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN: By Grace I ’m Saved      CW 575  
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Built on the Rock CW 856  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand 
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THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:   his mercy endures forever. 
 

   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

   P:  We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. 

     Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us 

     to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the 

     Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: By All Your Saints Still Striving  CW 892 sts. 1, 10, 3 
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