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January 11, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting One which begins on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your 

kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconven-

ience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if 

you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Offering Envelopes: Please remember to pick up your 2026 offering envelopes, which are available by the mailboxes.  

Senior Luncheon: Please join us this Tuesday, January 13th at 11:30 for lunch. We will meet at the Crooked Ale Pint 

House for fellowship and food.  RSVP to Kathy Hedin at 651 -332-1374.  

Pastor Call Meeting: We will be having our call meeting this Tuesday, January 13th, at 6pm. Childcare will be available. 

Midweek Bible Study: We will be starting a midweek Bible study this Wednesday, January 14th at 6pm. We will be going 

over the book of Psalms. Childcare will not be provided but all are welcome to join. If you have any questions please feel free to 

reach out to Mark Kleisner (markkleisner@gmail.com). 

Men’s Fellowship Event: Please join us this Thursday, January 15th at 6:30pm at 7 West Taphouse in Hermantown (2510 

Maple Grove Rd). No need to RSVP; if you have questions, please speak with Grant Holzhueter. 

Women's Book Group: This week we will begin reading our new book, “Divine Direction: How God Guides Your Path" by 

Sharla Fritz. We’ll meet together for a meal and review on Tuesday, March 17th at 6pm at the church. Please let Kely Dun-

smoor know if you plan to join!  

Women’s Valentine Tea: Please save the date for our annual Women’s Valentine Tea, which will be held on Saturday,  

February 7th from 1:00-3:00pm. A cherished tradition returns —   and this year brings a special new surprise. More details 

coming soon. Stay tuned!  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly email 

at www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: God ’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It  CW 679  

 
Stand 
 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 
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CONFESSION   

   P:  Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

   C:   Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have followed what we 

     have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and sinned against your holy law. We have 

     done those things that we should not have done, and we have not done those things that we should have 

     done. Have mercy on us, Lord! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ 

     Jesus. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

DECLARATION OF GRACE   

   P:  God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Redeemer and  

     Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us from death by his resurrection 

     from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
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   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 

  

Glory Be to God on High          CW 157  
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   P:  The Lord be with you. 

   C:   And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anoint-

ed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children, and 

make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

 
 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Isaiah 42:1–7 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

my chosen one in whom I delight. 

I am placing my Spirit on him. 

He will announce a just verdict for the nations. 

2He will not cry out. 

He will not raise his voice. 

He will not make his voice heard in the street. 
3A bent reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will not snuff out. 

He will faithfully bring forth a just verdict. 
4He will not burn out, and he will not be broken, 

until he establishes justice on the earth. 

The coastlands will wait for his law. 

5This is what the true God says, 

the Lord  who creates the heavens and stretches them out, 

who spreads out the earth 

and everything that it produces, 

who gives breath to the people on it 

and life to those who walk on it. 

  6I am the Lord . 

 I have called you in righteousness. 

 I will hold on to your hand, 

 and I will guard you. 

 I will appoint you to be a covenant for the people, 
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 to be a light for the nations, 

  7to open the eyes of the blind, 

 to bring the prisoners out from the dungeon, 

 and to bring those who sit in darkness out of prison. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING  Acts 10:34–38 

  34Then Peter began to speak: “Now I really am beginning to understand that God does not show favoritism, 35but in every 

nation, anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36He sent his word to the people of Israel, pro-

claiming the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 

  37“You know what happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached. 38God anoint-

ed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went around doing good and healing all who were oppressed 

by the Devil, because God was with him. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Mark 1:11 

 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 3:13–17 

  13Then Jesus came from Galilee to be baptized by John at the Jordan. 14But John tried to stop him, saying, “I need to be 

baptized by you, and yet you come to me?” 

  15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, because it is proper for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John let him. 
16After Jesus was baptized, he immediately went up out of the water. Suddenly, the heavens were opened for him! He saw 

the Spirit of God, descending like a dove and landing on him, 17and a voice out of the heavens said, “This is my Son, whom I 

love. I am well pleased with him.” 
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   P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This 

service segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: To Jordan ’s River Came Our Lord  CW 377  

 

 
 

 THE MESSAGE   

Now is the Accepted Time 
Matthew 3:13-17 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

anointed Christ in glorious sight 

as God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

to save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute! 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
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Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             Apostles’ Creed 

 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

 He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge  

 the living and the dead. 

 

       I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  

      the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Be seated 
 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

  

   P:  Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom 

     you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of 

     grace. 

   C:   Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

  

   P:  Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all 

     may increase. 

   C:   Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

  

   P:  Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

   C:   Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

  

   P:  Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

   C:   Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

  

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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   P:  Loving Father, lead us to rejoice every day as we remember our baptism. When we sin against you and others, 

     give us power to put down the sinful nature that was drowned in the water of baptism. When we doubt your 

     love, cause us to remember the promises you made when we came to the font. When we feel weak, invigorate us 

     with the hope of eternal life that awaits all who are baptized and believe in you. 

  

Keep in your care all our brothers and sisters who are suffering in sickness, enduring hardship, carrying a cross, 

or mourning the death of someone they love. [We pray especially for… here name the person and the cause of the 

petition.] Let them also return to their baptism and remember the blessings you bestowed on them through the 

water and the Word. Keep all the baptized in your care and bring us at last to the river of the water of life in 

heaven.  

  

     Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Be seated 
 

HYMN: Christ, Your Footprints through the Desert      CW 379  
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Stand 

PRAYER  

   P:  Lord Jesus Christ, Shepherd of the Church, in the waters of Baptism you have given us new life, and at your 

     table you nourish us with the food of salvation. Lead us along safe paths through the darkness of this world, 

     dispel the terrors of death, and bring us at last to your house, where you dwell with the Father and the Holy 

     Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

   C:   Amen. 

 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN: All Who Believe and Are Baptized  CW 692  
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