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May 24, 2026 

Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church 

Office Phone (218) 722-4364  |  Email contact@dulutheran.org  |  www.dulutheran.org 

 

WELCOME  

We are glad that you have chosen to spend time with us in worship. In our worship, we gather, before Jesus, our Good Shep-

herd, to offer him our love and praise. Our Lord builds us up in faith through his Word and equips us for living now and in 

eternity. Our prayer is that the good news of Christ’s love touches your heart and transforms your life. Whether you’re wor-

shiping with us here today or watching online, we are happy you have joined us. 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE  

The goal of our worship is to praise God and enrich your faith through his Word. To make your experience today easier, the 

worship folder you’re holding has the entire order of service. The pieces marked [P] are spoken by the pastor, and the parts 

marked [C] are to be spoken or sung by the congregation. If you prefer to use a physical hymnal or wish to see the songs in  

four-part harmony, there are hymnals available in the pew stands.  

Today ’s order of service follows Setting One which begins on page 154 in the hymnal. 

 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN  

Our congregation enjoys the “worshiping family.” Each service includes a children’s message which teaches God’s truth to your 

kids. Parents with small children are an essential part of God’s kingdom. That’s why children are never considered an inconven-

ience to our worship. We also want your family to be comfortable. There is a cry room outside the main doors to the right if 

you need a moment. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Altar Flowers: Today’s bouquet is given to the glory of God in honor of our 2026 confirmands.  

Cake Reception: Everyone is invited to join us for a cake reception and fellowship following the service!  

Farewell Potluck: Pastor Warskow’s final service at SOTH will be Sunday, May 31st. To thank him for his  

faithful leadership during our vacancy, we're gathering for a special farewell potluck. Please sign up to bring an  

appetizer or dessert to share as we wish him well in the next chapter of his service.   

Upcoming Service Time Change: Starting on June 7th, our regular Sunday service times will move back to 9:00am. We will 

have a variety of guest preachers leading the services over the summer months.  

Preschool Graduation: Please join us for the Little Lambs Learning Center graduation this Friday, May 29th at 6pm.  

Church Directory: We are beginning to put together an updated church directory! Members are welcome to submit their own 

pictures—casual or formal—by sending them to admin@dulutheran.org. We will also have a volunteer photographer available 

to take pictures on these Sundays after the service: May 31st, June 7th, and June 28th. Please speak with Renee Graen or Becky 

Foster if you have any questions. 

Camp Croix Women ’s Retreat: Registration is open for the Women’s Retreat, which will be October 2nd-4th at Camp 

Croix. Several women from SOTH have attended this in previous years and highly recommend it! You can register at  

https://campcroix.org/womens-retreat  

For more announcements and event information, visit the church website at www.dulutheran.org/events or sign up for our weekly 

email at www.dulutheran.org/subscribe. You can also view the church calendar at www.dulutheran.org/church-calendar. 
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OPENING HYMN: Come, O Come, Life -Giving Spirit  CW 588  

 

Stand 

 

INVOCATION  

   P:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

CONFESSION   

   P:  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

   C:   If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all  

     unrighteousness. 

  

   P:  Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

   C:   Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and 

     actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved others as I should. I deserve your  

     punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and 

     death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.  

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 
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ABSOLUTION   

   P:  Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as 

     the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 

     I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   C:   Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy  

   P:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 

   P:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to 

     the Lord.  

 

   P:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 

   P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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Glory Be to God on High  CW 157  

    

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

     And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

   P:  Let us pray. 

Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. Rekindle in our hearts 

the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 
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Be seated 

 

 READINGS FROM GOD ’S WORD   

FIRST READING  Acts 2:1–21 

  1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the rushing of a violent 

wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw divided tongues that were like fire 

resting on each one of them. 4They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, since the Spirit 

was giving them the ability to speak fluently. 

  5Now there were godly Jewish men from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6When this sound was heard, a 

crowd came together and was confused, because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7They were completely 

baffled and said to one another, “Look, are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 8Then how is it that each of us 

hears them speaking in his own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, and of Judea, 

Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; visitors from Rome, 

both Jews and proselytes; 11Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring in our own languages the wonderful works of God.” 
12They were all amazed and perplexed. They kept saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others mocked them 

and said, “They are full of new wine.” 

  14Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: 

 “Men of Judea, and all you residents of Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my words.15These men are not 

drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day. 16On the contrary, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

17This is what God says will happen in the last days: 

I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh. Your sons and your daughters will prophesy. 

Your young men will see visions. Your old men will dream dreams. 
18Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

and they will prophesy. 19I will show wonders in the sky above, 

and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and a rising cloud of smoke. 
20The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood 

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 
21And this will happen: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

  

   P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 12:3–11 

 3Therefore I am informing you that no one speaking by God's Spirit says, “A curse be upon Jesus,” and no one can say, 

“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

  4There are various kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are various kinds of ministries, and yet the same Lord. 6There 

are various kinds of activity, but the same God, who produces all of them in everyone. 

  7Each person is given a manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one person a message of wisdom is given by 

the Spirit; to another, a message of knowledge, as the same Spirit provides it; 9by the same Spirit, faith is given to someone 

else; and to another, the same Spirit gives healing gifts. 10Another is given powers to do miracles; another, the gift of prophe-

cy; another, the evaluating of spirits; someone else, different kinds of tongues; and another, the interpretation of tongues. 
11One and the same Spirit produces all of these, distributing them to each one individually as he desires. 
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    P:  The Word of the Lord. 

   C:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Antiphon for Pentecost 

 
 

GOSPEL  John 7:37–39 

  37On the last and most important day of the festival, Jesus stood up and called out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 

me and drink! 38As the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from deep within the person who believes in me.” 
39By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were going to receive. For the Holy Spirit had not yet come, 

because Jesus had not yet been glorified. 

 

    P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

   C:   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
 

 

CHILDREN ’S MESSAGE  

Children up through 5th grade are invited to come up to the altar steps and sit for a special devotion with Pastor Warskow. This 

service segment is intended to engage the children to help them understand today’s message. They will return to their seats afterward.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Fight the Good Fight  CW 876  
Printed on the next page 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Fight the Good Fight  CW 876  

 

 THE MESSAGE   

Lord, Energize Me! 
1 Corinthians 12:3–11 

 
Stand 

 

CONFESSION OF CHRISTIAN FAITH                             The Nicene Creed 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
      eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

      begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for   

  our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 
  became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
  buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
  dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
  and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
  Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
  dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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 Be seated 

 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH OUR OFFERINGS  

Members of Shepherd of the Hills respond to their Savior’s love with offerings that are given joyfully and freely 

according to how the Lord has blessed them. If you are a guest today, please know that there are no expectations for 

you to make a donation. If you wish to support us by making an online offering, scan the QR code here or visit our 

website: www.dulutheran.org and click on the “GIVE ” tab.  

 
Stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

   P:  Praise to you, Holy Spirit! We worship you as the Lord and adore you as the giver of life. As you were present 

     at the beginning of the world to give life to all created things and as you enlightened and equipped the disciples 

     on the Day of Pentecost by the baptism of fire, so by the baptism of water with the Word you made the light of 

     faith shine in our hearts to know Jesus as our Lord. We confess: 

  

   C:   I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him. 

     But the Holy Spirit has called me by the gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in 

     the true faith. In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on 

     earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

  

   P:  Holy Spirit, Spirit of truth and source of all spiritual gifts, stand by us in the weakness of our sinful nature. 

     Grant us a right understanding of the truths that Jesus taught. Give us strength to endure with patience  

     whatever afflictions God may send into our lives. Help us, intercede for us, and train us that we may pray to the 

     Father with boldness and confidence. Preserve us by the power of your Word in our most holy faith as  

     members of the Church, the body of Jesus. 

   C:   In this Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. 

  

   P:  Holy Spirit, you comfort and counsel us in every need. In dark and difficult days strengthen our feeble hands, 

     steady our weak knees, and encourage our fearful hearts. Support us with the promise that in your final creative 

     act you will raise up our bodies so that together with all believers we may see and enjoy the glorious return of 

     Jesus Christ. 

   C:   On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ. 

     This is most certainly true. Amen.  

  

   P:  Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

   P:  Come, Holy Spirit, renew our hearts 

   C:   And kindle in us the fire of your love. Amen. 

 
Be seated 

 

http://www.duluth-lutheran.com
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 CONFIRMATION   

Those who are being confirmed come forward. 

 

   P:  My dear young friends, when you were baptized, your gracious Lord forgave all your sins and covered you with 

     the robe of Christ’s righteousness. Through water and Word he created faith in your hearts and adopted you 

     into the family of believers. As you matured and heard and studied the Scriptures, the Holy Spirit enlightened 

     your minds and preserved you as children of God. 

  

You have expressed the desire to confess the truths you believe before your Savior, your family and friends, and 

this congregation. You are ready to say with St. Paul, “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” You have learned to 

examine your thoughts, words, and actions in the light of God’s law, and you have experienced the comfort of 

forgiveness in the Savior’s gospel. With this preparation you are eager to receive the Savior’s body and blood in 

the sacrament. 

  

As we worship with you on this day, we are filled with joy as we see how the Lord has grown your faith and 

love. We are bringing our prayers to the Savior’s throne of grace and imploring him to keep you faithful to him 

and his Word until you join us and all believers in the glories of heaven. 

 

     I now ask each of you: 

  

     Are you ready and willing to confess your faith before the triune God and those who are worshiping with you 

     today? 

   Students:  I am. 

  

   P:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

   S:  Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

  

   P:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

   S:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

     Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

     The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God 

     the Father Almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

    P:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

   S:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

     sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

    P:  Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

   S:  I do reject him. 

  

   P:  Do you believe that all the books of the Bible are the inspired and inerrant Word of God? 

   S:  I do. 

  

   P:  Do you believe that the teachings of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, as you have learned to know them from 

     Luther’s Small Catechism, are faithful and true to the Word of God? 

   S:  I do. 
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   P:  Is it your sincere prayer and desire to remain faithful to your Lord Jesus and his Word all the days of your life? 

   S:  Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

  

   P:  Is it your sincere prayer and desire to live a life that pleases God, to value his Word and sacraments, and to  

     witness to your Savior wherever you go? 

   S:  Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

 
The pastor speaks to the congregation: 

 

   P:  Friends in Christ, the Word of God urges us to pray for one another and especially for the youth of the church. 

     On this special day, it is fitting that we bring our prayers before God, firmly believing that he alone is able to 

     strengthen us by the power of the Holy Spirit and keep us faithful to the Savior until we die. Let us pray. 

  

Gracious Father, in Holy Baptism you created faith in the hearts of these young people and gave them a new 

birth as members of your family. Help them remember their baptisms every day and find comfort in your 

promise that you will never leave them or forsake them. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Give them strength to put down and drown the sinful nature that lives within them so that each day their faith 

     may triumph in their living and loving and in their words and actions. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Lead them to see and believe that in the word of the gospel they find forgiveness for their sins and relief for their 

     guilt. Use the remembrance of your commandments to drive them to the comfort of the gospel and then to 

     guide them as they live for you and others. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

 

   P:  Protect them from Satan when he tempts them to be careless with your Word and sacrament, to make plans 

     for this life and not for the life to come, or to find popular theories more appealing than your truth. Lord, in 

     your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Empower them by the gospel of your Son to live in their world with kindness, humility, and patience that  

     others may see their good works and glorify their Father in heaven. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  Help us provide fitting examples of faithfulness to your Word and sacraments. Lead us to encourage and  

     admonish them in wisdom and love even after they have left our homes and made new homes for themselves. 

     Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 

  

   P:  When the end comes and we all stand before the judgment seat of Christ, have compassion on us despite our 

     sins and accept us as eternal dwellers in your royal rooms, through the merits of Jesus our Savior, who became 

     sin for us so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Lord, in your mercy, 

   C:   hear our prayer. 
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CONFIRMATION BLESSINGS  

The pastor speaks to those being confirmed: 

 

   P:  I now invite each of you to receive a blessing from the Lord and a word of encouragement from the Scriptures. 

 

Brock Edward Bogart, God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, give you his Holy Spirit, the Spirit of  

wisdom and knowledge, of grace and prayer, of power and strength, of sanctification and the fear of God. The 

confirmation passage you have chosen is: Luke 1:37 - ”For with God nothing will be impossible."  

  

Jonah Michael Foster, Our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave 

us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your heart and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word. The confirmation passage you have chosen is: Romans 14:8 - “Indeed, if we live, we live for the Lord, and 

if we die, we die for the Lord. So whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” 

  

Adrian Joseph Hill, The Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, renew and increase in you the gift of the Holy Spirit 

for your strengthening in faith, your growth in grace, your patience in suffering, and for the blessed hope of 

eternal life. The confirmation passage you have chosen is: Revelation 2:10 - ”Be faithful, even to the point of 

death, and I will give you the crown of life.”  

  

     The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

   C:   Amen. 

 
Those who have been confirmed may be seated. 

 

 

  SACRAMENT OF THE LORD ’S SUPPER    

The order of service can be found on page 165 in the hymnal.  

Personal preparation and self-examination can be found on pages 295 and 296 in the hymnal.  

 

   P:  The Lord be with you. 

 

   P:  Lift up your hearts. 

 

   P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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   P:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father,  

     almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on this day kept his promise and poured out 

     the Holy Spirit to empower his Church to proclaim the gospel in all the world. Therefore, with all the saints on 

     earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy             CW 167  

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVI NG  

   P:  We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our  

     Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He 

     is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he 

     stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your 

Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you 

in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

LORD ’S PRAYER  

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 

      and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

   P:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

     and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in  

     remembrance of me.” 

  

     Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of 

     the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

     remembrance of me.” 

 

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

   C:   Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God  CW 169  

 
Be seated 
 
 

DISTRIBUTION  

The Lord’s Supper is a wonderful gift in which we receive Christ’s true body and blood for our forgiveness and the strengthening of 

our faith. It is our practice that only those who are members of Shepherd of the Hills or members of another WELS congregation 

come forward to receive Holy Communion. If you are a visitor from another Christian church, we kindly ask that you refrain from 

participating in the Lord’s Supper this afternoon. If you are interested in learning more about becoming part of our fellowship, please 

speak to Pastor Warskow after the service. 
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Distribution Hymn: I Come, O Savior, to Your Table  CW 670  

 

Stand 

 

5 Your holy heart has one obsession, 

    one blessèd thing it burns to do—  

to cleanse the sinner from transgression; 

    so I, a sinner, come to you. (Refrain) 

 

6 My soul is burdened; Lord, relieve me, 

    by all this weight of sin oppressed! 

Though sinful, yet, in grace receive me 

    and feed me as your grateful guest. (Refrain) 

 

7 Within me, Lord, your vision traces 

    a heart of deep humility 

that mourns its sin and yet embraces 

    the merit you have earned for me. (Refrain) 

8 By faith I call your holy table 

    the testament of your deep love, 

for by your gift I now am able 

    to know the heart of God above. (Refrain) 

 

9 This meal with blessing is abounding: 

    to poor ones wealth, to weak ones pow’r, 

to angels joy, to hell confounding, 

    and life for me in death’s dark hour. (Refrain) 

 

10 My heart has now become your dwelling, 

    O blessèd, holy Trinity. 

With angels I, your praises telling, 

    shall live in joy eternally. (Refrain) 
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THANKSGIVING  

   P:  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

   C:   his mercy endures forever. 

 

   P:  Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

   C:   we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

   P:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you 

     will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ 

     our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   C:   Amen. 

BLESSING  

   P:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

     The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

     The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

   C:   Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN: God ’s Word Is Our Great Heritage  CW 640  
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